THE  EVANGELICAL  CRUSADER 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 
December  4,  1943 


Dear  Crusader  Editor : 

There  are  so  many  books  of  devotion 
from  which  to  choose.  What  one  would 
you  recommend  for  my  father  and 
mother?  East  Penn. 

Dear  Crusader  Reader: 

Any  book  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
world-Christian,  is  important.  Perhaps 
his  greatest  contribution  to  religious 
literature  is  a  book  of  devotions  which 
should  find  its  way  to  every  Christian 
home;  a  bock  for  the  layman  as  well 
as  the  minister.  It  is  “Five  Minutes  a 
Day”  (Westminster  Press.  $1.00).  Over 
a  period  of  many  years  Dr.  Speer  has 
garnered  these  inspiring  and  helpful 
Biblical  quotations,  religious  prayers, 
and  poems  of  all  ages.  The  book  is  so 
arranged  that  one  can  begin  using  it  at 
any  time,  and  the  concluding  pages  of 
readings  for  special  days  help  .  to  make 
it  unique  in  the  Held  of  devotional  lit¬ 
erature.  Here  is  a  truly  inspirational 
book  for  personal,  family  or  group  de¬ 
votions,  to  make  living  more  worth¬ 
while.  Your  parents  will  find  in  this 
little  volume  daily  help,  encouragement, 
and  deep  spiritual  strength. 


FIRM  FOUNDATION 
Austin,  Texas 
November  23,  1943 


"Five  Minutes  A  Day,"  by  Robert  Elliott ' 
S'pear.  Published  by  The  Westminster  Press,  j 
Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl-  j 
vania.  Publication  date,  November  8,  1943. 
384  pages,  bound  in  cloth.  Price,  $1.00. 

Over  a  period  of  many  years  the  author 
has  garnered  Biblical  quotations,  prayers  and 
great  poems  of  the  ages.  These  are  com¬ 
bined  in  an  inspirational  book  for  personal, 
family  or  group  devotion,  designed  to  make 
,  living  more  worthwhile.  The  reader  will 
find  herein  daily  help,  encouragement  and 
I  spiritual  strength. 


PRESBYTERIAN  MESSENGER 
November  27,  1943 


2.  Five  Minutes  A  Day  with  the  Bible,  the 
Poets,  the  Saints ;  compiled  by  Robert  E. 
Speer,  pp.  384.  $1.00. 

This  is  again  a  product  of  “the  Westminster 
Press"  and  takes  its  place  in  the  number  of 
excellent  volumes  recently  published  by  our 
own  Board  of  Publication.  The  name  of  the 
compiler  is  at  once  expressive  of  its  merit. 
Dr.  Speer  has  strengthened  thousands  by  his 
unqualified  witness  to  Christ.  This  devotion¬ 
al  collection  bears  the  stamp  of  his  disciplined 
and  devout  mind.  The  meditative  material  of 
this  little  volume  is  composed  of  aptly  chosen 
Bible  verses,  the  cream  of  inspirational  poetry 
and  the  prayer  classics  of  the  centuries. 
Though  not  dated,  there  is  found  here  a  five 
minute  meditation  for  every  day  of  the  year, 
allowing  for  the  festival  season  bringing  the 
total  number  up  to  375.  You  will  be  feasting 
on  the  finest  spiritual  fare  when  you  read 
these  pages  and  your  spirit  will  revive  under 
the  impact  of  the  elevating  power  of  Scripture, 
poetry  and  prayer. 


i  Dv. . 


THE  FREE  METHODIST 
December  10,  1943 


It  has  been  said,  “Moments  are  golden,”  which 
is  quite  true  if  those  moments  are  well  spent. 
Dr.  Speer’s  little  book  will  materially  aid  busy 
people,  common,  every¬ 
day  folk  with  little  time 
to  devote  to  reading,  to 
get  the  very  best  from  a 
few  moments  which  will 
cheer  and  lift  the  soul 
above  the  parking  cares  of  life. 

Each  reading  is  fitly  captioned,  and  can  be 
read  at  any  time,  thereby  making  it  suitable  for 
tytfy  occasion,  A  fine  gift,  W,  D.  McMullen. 
7 Westminster  Press,  1943.  384  pages,  cloth. 


five  minutes  a  day 

Robert  E.  Speer 
$1.00 


THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  INFORMER 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

April,  1944 


Five  Minutes  a  Day.  By  Robert  E.  Speer. 

Philadelphia,  Westminster  Press,  1943. 

384  p.  $1.00. 

This  book,  small  and  attractive,  is  one 
of  the  best  books  in  the  field  of  personal 
devotional  literature.  Dr.  Speer  has  com¬ 
piled  in  this  volume  some  of  the  best 
devotional  material  that  Christians  have 
produced.  It  is  cast  in  simple  form  for 
the  use  of  the  average  layman  in  his  per¬ 
sonal  devotional  life;  but  it  is  also  valu¬ 
able  in  connection  with  family  devotions 
and  meditations  and  in  connection  with 
grace  at  meals. 

The  versatility  of  the  book  makes  it 
possible  to  start  at  any  point  in  the  book 
and  find  something  of  value  for  spiritual 
enrichment.  An  appendix  to  the  book 
contains  worship  materials  for  special 
days. 


THE  ONION  REVIEW 

Onion  Theological  Seminary- 

New  York,  New  York 


Five  Minutes  a  Day.  By  R.  E.  Speer.  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  Westminster  Press,  1943.  $1. 
A  pleasant  little  anthology  of  short 
devotions.  The  selection  of  poems  is 
rather  better  than  usual  in  such  books. 


Five  Minutes  a  Day,  com¬ 
piled  by  Robert  E.  Speer,  is  a 
remarkable  collection  of  365  daily 
devotions  by  one  of  the  great  mis¬ 


sionary  leaders  of  our  time.  The 
name  of  the  compiler  is  sufficient 
to  guarantee  a  choice  compilation 
of  appropriate  Scripture  passages, 
choice  devotional  poetry,  prayers, 
prose  and  selections  from  the 
religious  literature  of  the  ages. 
The  strange  fact  is  that  it  was 
never  intended  for  publication, 
but  was  compiled  for  personal  and 
private  use.  That  is  perhaps  the 
best  indication  of  its  superb  qual¬ 
ity,  for  it  is  one  of  the  finest  books 
of  its  type  ever  published.  To 
spend  a  year  with  this  book,  using 
it  “five  minutes  a  day”  must 
inevitably  bring  enrichment  of 
soul  and  a  deepened  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience.  (Westminster  Press,  384 
pages,  $1.00.) 


THE  SOUTHERN  PRESBYTERIAN  JOURNAL 


March  1944 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY 
By  Robert  E.  Speer 
Published  By  The  Westminster  Press, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Price  $1.00. 

Five  Minutes  A  Day  With  The  Bible,  The  Poets, 
The  Saints,  is  the  title  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer’s 
new  book  of  daily  devotion.  Those  of  us  who  have 
known  Dr.  Speer  over  a  period  of  years  were  de¬ 
lighted  when  we  learned  that  he  was  going  to 
share  with  us  the  materials  which  he  had  gath¬ 
ered  for  his  own  private  devotions  over  a  period 
of  years.  We  expected  much  and  we  have  not  been 
disappointed.  The  book  contains  a  page  of  devo¬ 
tions  for  375  days.  Each  page  has  its  own  sub¬ 
ject:  “Vision,”  “The  Night  Cometh,”  “Sin  Not 
Worth  The  Price,”  etc.  The  Scripture,  poems  and 
prayers  are  coupled  together  in  such  a  manner 
that  each  subject  lives. 

Dr.  Speer’s  use  of  Scripture  has  always  made 
the  Word  a  living  power.  He  employs  the  usual 
technique  in  this  little  book.  Several  questions 
will  be  so  arranged  that  each  verse  compliments 
some  other  verse.  For  example,  on  the  page  en¬ 
titled,  “The  Leader  Of  Angels,”  he  quotes  the  fa¬ 
miliar  Genesis  story  of  Jacob’s  Bethel  Dream 
(Gen.  28:11,12),  and  follows  it  with  Jesus’  words 
as  they  are  recorded  in  John  1:51.  The  book  is  an 
anthology  of  religious  poetry  from  the  far  distant 
past  to  such  modern  poets  as  Vachel  Lindsley  -and 
Walter  Rauschenbush.  There  are  poems  for  every 
mood  and  for  every  experience.  Chester  Firkins’ 
“In  A  Subway  Express,”  Eugene  F.  Ware’s 
“Washer-Woman,”  and  scores  of  other  modern 
poems  find  their  places  beside  the  religious  poems 
of  the  ages.  The  prayers  are  gathered  from  a  like 
variety  of  sources,  and  each  one  is  selected  so 
skillfully  that  the  worshipper  finds  himself,  not 
reading,  but  praying.  — Fred.  M.  Whitney. 


LUTHERAN  STANDARD 


January  1,  1944 


Fxve  Minutes  A  Day  With  the 
Bible,  the  Poets,  the  Saints.  Compiled 
by  Robert  E.  Speer.  The  Westminster 
Press;  $1.00  net. 

Robert  E.  Speer  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  men  in  Christian  circles,  especi¬ 
ally  among  people  interested  in  foreign 
missions.  He  is  a  layman,  who  gathered 
for  private  use  the  material  -presented 
in  this  book.  Friends  recommended  pub¬ 
lication. 

The  book  offers  a  devotion  for  each  of 
the  365  days  of  the  year  and  for  special 
holidays.  But  it  differs  from  other  de¬ 
votional  books.  It  does  not  follow  the 
calendar  but  brings  well-selected  Bible 
passages,  followed  by  a  poem  or  a  hymn, 
and  then  comes  a  prayer.  Each  page  has 
a  title  indicating  the  contents  of  the 
meditation.  An  index  enables  the  reader 
to  lock  up  special  topics  .  .  .  for  quiet 
thought  and  prayer.  Undoubtedly,  many 
people  will  welcome  Speer’s  book. — -F. 
Braun. 


the  earnest  worker 

A  Guide  for  Sunday-School  Teachers 
and  Leaders 

Presbyterian  Committee  of  Publication 
Richmond,  Virginia 

March,  1944 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY.  By  Robert  Fl 

Speer.  Westminster  Press.  384  pages.  $1.00." 

Anything  Dr.  Speer  writes  interests  me 
greatly.  His  place  in  the  Christian  world  is1 
unique,  and  his  record  as  a  writer  and  in¬ 
terpreter  of  missions  and  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  few  rivals.  His  name  on  the  cover 
of  a  book  usually  suggests  something  deeply 
spiritual  in  content  and  '  constructive  in 
presentation. 

“Five  Minutes  a  Day,”  an  attractively 
printed  and  bound  book  of  daily  devotions,  is 
a  compilation  of  poems  and  prayers,  together 
with  Scripture  selections,  that  have  meant 
much  to  Dr.  Speer  during  the  years.  While 
providing  a  wonderful  insight  into  Dr.  Speer’s 
own  spiritual  life  and  attainment,  the  relation 
between  the  daily  topic  and  the  material  that 
follows  will  not  always  be  apparent  to  casual 
users.  It  is  definitely  not  intended  for  the  be¬ 
ginner  in  family  worship. — Edward  D.  Grant, 
Richmond,  Virginia. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  TRIBUNE 


January,  1944 


7  .  .  The  gigantic  'Christian  character  of 
Robert  E.  Speer  has  been  a  legend  in  the 
life  of  the  Church  for  half  a  century.  Now 
he  has  taken  us  to  the  inner  sanctuary  of 
his  own  great  soul  in  a  little  manual  of 
private  devotions  called  Five  Minutes  A 
Day  ( V/estminster  Press,  Philadelphia. 
384/c  $1.00).  It  is  a  pocket-sized  book 

beautifully  printed  on  thin  paper.  Each 
page  contains  material  for  a  brief  exper¬ 
ience  of  devotional  meditation — passages  of 
Scripture,  poetry  and  a  prayer.  There  is 
beauty  not  only  in  typography  but  in  liter¬ 
ary  composition.  Very  modestly  Dr. 
Speer  says,  “It  is  a  simple,  homely  affair 
for  busy  people  who  can  find,  because  they 
must,  a  little  time  at  the  beginning  or  end¬ 
ing  of  the  day  for  a  bit  of  quiet  thought 
and  prayer.” 


THE  REVIEW  AMD  EXPOSITOR 
A  Baptist  Theological  Quarterly 
January,  1944 


Five  Minutes  a  Day.  By  Robert  Elliott  Speer.  The  Westminster 
Press,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  1843.  384  pages.  $1.00. 

Dr.  Speer  is  Secretary  Emeritus  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Each  page  of  his  book  is  given  a  title,  such  as 
“Praying  Always”  or  “All  Good  is  Ours.”  Scripture,  poems, 
and  prayers  are  the  materials  with  which  he  has  built  a 
five  minute  devotional  from  each  of  these  titles.  As  is  the 
case  with  most  collections  of  this  kind,  many  of  the  poems 
chosen  are  well-known,  many  are  relatively  unknown. 

In  his  Preface,  Dr.  Speer  says  of  his  book:  “The  material 
of  this  little  book  was  prepared  entirely  for  personal  use. . . 
It  is  a  simple,  homely  affair  for  busy  people  who  can  find, 
because  they  must,  a  little  time  at  the  beginning  or  ending 
of  the  day  for  a  bit  of  quiet  thought  and  prayer.” 

A  small  volume  with  print  easy  to  see,  it  provides  one 
with  a  handy  supplementary  volume  for  the  desk  at  home 
or  in  the  office.  Charles  A.  McGlon 


THE  CHRISTIAN-EVANGELIST 

National  Weekly  of  Disciples  of  Christ 
2700  Pine  Boulevard 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


Gentlemen: 

The  clippings  attached  refer  to  publications  issued  by  your  house.  They 

appeared  in  THE  CHRISTIAN-EVANGELIST  of  -  JamiaE.y-Z6ur-L94^ - 

EVERY  DAY  A  PEAYEE.  By  Margueritte  Har¬ 
mon  Bro.  Willett,  Clark  and  Co.  Chicago.  396 
pages.  $1.50. 

FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY.  By  Robert  B.  Speer. 

Westminster  Press.  Philadelphia.  384  pages.  $1.00. 

DURING  times  when  people  turn  their  thoughts  in 
the  direction  of  God  and  when  the  devotional  life 
is  noticeably  deepening,  new  materials  are  welcome. 

For  those  who  prefer  to  have  a  whole  year’s  program 
of  meditation  under  one  binding,  here  are  offered  what 
are  probably  the  two  best  books  of  their  kind  since  the 
much-used  The  Daily  Altar  by  Herbert  Willett  and 
Charles  Clayton  Morrison. 

The  manual  by  Mrs.  Bro  is  a  distinctly  new  devel¬ 
opment  of  devotional  material.  For  the  novice  in  the 
prayer-life  it  is  too  advanced  with  its  references  to 

the  works  of  scholars  and  its  quotations  and  stories 
from  the  sages  of  many  lands.  Its  daily  studies  some¬ 
times  become  brilliant  essays,  which  would  not  com¬ 
mend  them  to  those  who  seek  for  simplicity  as  a  prin¬ 
cipal  quality  in  devotional  aids.  But  for  one  who  has 
anything  of  patience  and  perseverance  in  spiritual 
growth,  this  is  the  book  of  the  year.  It  is  daring  in 
its  range  of  experimentation.  It  is  inspiring  in  its 
bits  of  narrative.  It  stirs  one’s  mind  in  a  thousand 
new  directions.  The  gems  of  thought  which  oite  finds 
by  dig’ging  into  it  make  the  lover  of  good  literature 
feel  as  if  here  were  a  freshly  discovered  mine  of  soul- 
diamonds. 

The  book  by  Robert  B.  Speer  has  the  same  grace 
one  finds  in  the  soul  of  the  man.  It  is  the  fruitage  of 
years  of  prayer.  There  is  much  of  a  great  heart  in  it. 

This  is  condensed  spiritual  power.  The  Scriptural 
selections  for  each  day  are  in  combinations  which  only 
a  student  of  the  Book  could  make.  The  prayers  are 
occasionally  those  of  the  writer,  more  often  the  great 
prayers  of  the  church  throughout  the  centuries.  What 
is  done  in  this  little  volume  is  what  one  would  expect 
of  one  who  has  been  a  great  man  for  God.  Yet  there 
is  one  thing,  not  expected,  which  is  discovered.  There 
are  over  three  hundred  of  the  most  satisfying  poems 
"  an  author  could  select  for  personal  worship.  For  a 
blending  of  scripture,  poetry,  and  prayers,  this  manual 
is  not  surpassed. 


Maurice  W.  Fogle. 


RELIGIOUS  TELESCOPE 
Dayton,  Ohio 
December  18,  1943 


“Five  Mindtes  a  Day,”  compiled  by 
Robert  E.  Speer;  384  pages;  published 
by  the  Westminster  Press,  Philadel¬ 
phia;  price  $1. 

The  material  of  this  book  has  been 
cast  in  form  suitable  for  indiyidual 
use  or  for  use  in  family  worship.  It 
provides  for  each  day  some  Bible  ver¬ 
ses,  a  poem  embodying  one  central  j 
thought,  and  an  appropriate  prayer.  , 
The  book  is  so  arranged  that  one  can  t 
begin  using  it  at  any  time,  and  the  ( 
concluding  pages  of  readings  for  spe-  j 
cial  days  help  to  make  it  unique  in  the 
field  of  devotional  literature.  The  au¬ 
thor  is  one  of  the  world’s  great  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  well  known  in  almost  every 
land  for  his  dynamic  leadership  in  the 
work  of  foreign  missions. 


Five  Minutes  a  Day 

by  Robert  E.  Speer;  Westminster  Press; 

375  pages;  1943  ;  $1.00 
This  is  a  little  book  of  daily  devotions, 
compiled  by  Dr.  Speer  originally  for 
private  and  personal  use  only.  Each 
page  has  a  title,  and  contains  a  selection 
from  the  Scriptures,  printed  in  full ;  a 
suitable  poem ;  and  a  prayer  fitting  the 

theme  for  the  day.  The  daily  titles  cover 
a  wide  and  interesting  range  and  are  in¬ 
dexed  alphabetically;  the  poems  are  chos¬ 
en  from  many  sources.  The  daily  pages 
are  not  dated,  and  their  use  may  com¬ 
mence  at  any  time.  They  cover  a  little 
more  than  a  year. 

Here  is  a  selection  of  rich  portions 
for  those  who  have  but  a  few  minutes 
alone  or  at  the  family  altar,  or  who  wish 
to  add  this  final  touch  to  their  more  ex¬ 
tended  personal  devotions.  Many  copies 
of  this  little  book  were  sold  before  it  was 
off  the  press,  and  it  will  be  widely  used 
for  years  to  come. — H.B. 


the  drew  gateway 


Autumn,  1944 


The  laymen  find  a  place  on  our  ecu¬ 
menical  bookshelf  with  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Speer’s  compact  Five  Minutes  a  Day  and 
Margueritte  Harmon  Bro’s  Every  Day  a 
Prayer.  From  a  wealth  of  material  Dr. 
Speer  garners  the  grain  of  the  best  poems 
and  prayers,  preceded  by  Biblical  passages. 
It  covers  365  days,  quickens  rather  than 
discourages  creative  thought,  and  is  of 
value  for  its  treasury  of  excellent  poetry.  It 
seems  to  me  the  best  book  since  }.  H.  Old¬ 
ham’s  Devotional  Diary,  and  may  stand  as 
a  companion  volume  to  it.  Its  use  among 
laymen,  starved  for  practical  suggestions  in 
this  field,  needs  to  be  encouraged. 


THE  WATCHWORD 
Dayton,  Ohio 
December  5,  1943 


“Five  Minutes  a  Day” 

This  is  a  book  of  meditations  pre- 
isred  for  both  individual  _  and  family 
lse.  It  provides  a  meditation  for  e“ 5 
iay  covering  a  brief  period  of  time  and 
ncludes  some  Bible  verses,  a  poem  pre¬ 
senting  a  central  thought,  and  an  ap 
oropriate  prayer.  It  is  a  kind  of  de¬ 
votional  book  that  busy  people  will  ap- 
oreciate  whether  used  in  private  devo¬ 
tion  or  family  worship.  Its  use  may  be¬ 
gin  at  any  time  because  the  medita 
tions  are  not  dated.  The  very  mention 
of  the  author’s  name  gives  weight  to 
this  volume  and  it  will  be  enthusiastic¬ 
ally  welcomed  by  all  who  desire  to 
enter  the  inner  sanctuary  of  worship 
and  there  have  the  stimulation  of  these 
fine  meditations.  Prepared  by  Dr. 
Robert  E  Spear.  Published  by  the  West 
minster  Press,  Philadelphia  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Cloth  binding  stamped  m  gold, 
384  naees.  price,  $1.00.  _ 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY 

C  ompiled  by 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER 

$1.00 

“In  this  volume  one  of  the  leading  Christian  laymen  of 
our  time  shares  with  us  the  sources  of  inspiration  where  he  has 
himself  nourished  hss  spirit  for  more  than  half  a  century.  The 
really  unique  thing  about  this  companion  to  devotion  is  that  it  is 
no  mere  anthology  of  Scripture  passages,  poetical  gems  new  and 
old,  and  great  prayers,  all  marvelously  selected.  Here  we  have 
rather  the  secret  of  a  great  Christian  crusader,  the  brooks  of  God 
at  which  he  drank  by  the  way,  the  Interpreter’s  House  where  he 
was  oriented  for  his  journey,  the  panoply  divine  with  which  he 
has  fought.  This  little  book  is  a  summons  to  pilgrimage,  not  an 
invitation  to  cloistered  devotion. 


John  A.  Mackay. 


CL  UsM}  Spaded  (Book 

FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY 

Compiled  by  Robert  E.  Speer 


This  is  an  exceptional  book  of  daily  meditations 
for  personal,  family,  or  group  devotions  .  .  ■ 
five  minutes  a  day  with  the  Bible,  the  poets, 
and  the  saints.  In  it  is  a  meditation  for  every 
day  of  the  year  plus  many  seasonal  messages, 
making  it  unique  among  devotional  publications. 

Dr.  Speer  has  been  collecting  this  material  for 
his  own  use  over  the  course  of  a  lifetime,  and 
we  finally  persuaded  him  to  allow  us  to  publish 
it  in  book  form.  It  comes  off  press  November  8, 
a”nd  will  sell  for  only  $1.00.  it  is  hoped  that  the 
widest  possible  use  of  the  book  may  be  enjoyed 
by  Christian  people. 

To  introduce  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  to  lay 
people,  we  are  hoping  that  you  will  deem  it 
advisable  to  find  some  person  or  group  in  your 
Church  who  will  undertake  the  selling  of  copies 
to  members  of  your  congregation.  If  so,  we  will 
send  you  as  many  copies  as  you  think  can  be 
disposed  of,  with  the  privilege  of  returning  those 
unsold.  We  believe  this  to  be  a  very  special  case 
because  it  is  a  very  special  book. 

THE  WESTMINSTEH  PRESS 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY 

By  Robert  E.  Speer.  (Westminster 
Press.  $1.00.) 

In  the  author’ s  words  this  book 
"simply  provides  for  each  day  some 
Bible  verses  and  a  poem  embodying  one 
central  thought  and  an  appropriate 
prayer.”  It  has  grown  out  of  his  private 
experiences  of  devotion.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Mc- 
Clintock,  Chicago,  III. 


JMa,  (jBsulIll l  (Book- 

(Can  be  obtained,  postpaid,  from  all  Presbyterian  Book  Stores) 

Five  Minutes  a  Day,  compiled  by  Robert  E.  Speer.  Westminster 

Press,  375+viii  pp.  $i.  .  .  ,  , 

The  publishers  have  styled  it  correctly  on  the  jacket  under¬ 
neath  the  title— “Fire  Minutes  a  Day  with  the  Bible,  the  Poets,  the 
Saints.”  The  compiler  further  explains  that  it  was  gathered  over  a 
lifetime  for  personal  use  and  not  for  publication—  a  simple,  homely 
affair”  As  such,  it  makes  no  pretense  of  rivalry  with  the  great  con¬ 
fessional  classics.  It  is  a  small  book  for  busy  people  who  are  increas¬ 
ingly  conscious  of  their  daily  need  of  renewing  strength. 

But  when  all  this  is  said,  it  is  in  no  sense  by  way  of  apology,  rhis 
book  again  lays  us  under  a  heavy  debt  to  a  Christian  life  lived  with 
prodigious  energy  and  effective  service.  As  the  writer  of  the  first 
Psalm  long  ago  observed,  such  a  life  is  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water.”  Dr.  Speer  has  simply  explained  to  us  some  of  the 
hidden  streams  which  have  fed  his  own  life.  , 

As  a  book  for  practical  use,  it  is  admirably  calculated.  Each  page 
carries  a  tonic,  many  of  them  being  extraordinarily  arresting  m  them¬ 
selves.  The  short  arrangement  of  Scripture,  the  poem  or  quotation, 
and  the  prayer  at  the  foot  of  the  page-they  a  1  develop  the  theme. 
The  range  of  topics  is  so  wide  that  sooner  or  later  almost  everyone 
will  meet  the  answer  to  his  own  peculiar  need.  The  book  itself  is  com¬ 
pact  enough  for  the  pocket.  This  makes  it  available  for  use  m  a  wide 

Ar.  increasing  number  of  pastors  are  inquiring  about  materials  that 
are  suitable  both  for  churches  to  send  to  their  servicemen  this  Christ¬ 
mas  as  well  as  for  commendation  to  their  resident  congregations.  Here 
is  the  book,  admirably  adapted  in  every  way  \— Reviewed  by  the  Rev. 
John  H.  Gardner,  Minister,  First  Church,  Baltimore,  Md. 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  WITH  THE 

BIBLE,  The  Poets  and  The  Saints ,  by 

Robert  E.  Speer.  The  Westminster  Press , 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  384  pages.  Price  $ 1 . 

Dr.  Speer  explains  in  his  preface  that  the 
material  of  this  little  book  was  originally 
prepared  for  personal  use  only,  but  the 
Westminster  Press  learned  of  it  and  wanted 
to  make  it  available  for  other  common 
Christian  folks. 

We  are  happy  that  Dr.  Speer  consented 
to  have  this  book  published  for  we  feel  that 
he  has  done  a  very  worthwhile  work  by 
compiling  it. 

The  book  contains  for  each  day  some 
Bible  verses  and  a  poem  concerning  the 
central  theme  of  the  texts  and  a  fitting 
prayer.  A  wide  variety  of  subjects  is 
touched  upon.  All  of  them  deal  with  ex¬ 
periences  that  are  familiar  to  you  and  me. 
The  poems  have  in  large  part  been  taken 
from  papers  and  magazines  and  great  liberty 
was  taken  in  abbreviating  them  as  well  as 
in  altering  the  prayers.  The  subject  matter 
is  so  arranged  that  one  can  begin  using  the 
book  at  any  time. 

The  book  is  small  enough  to  slip  into 
your  pocket  or  handbag  so  you  can  have  it 
handy  in  those  spare  moments  when  you 
seek  to  spend  just  a  few  minutes  in  quiet 
meditation. 

Send  a  copy  to  a  friend  and  buy  one  for 
yourself.  We  know  you  will  enjoy  reading  it. 

Delia  Bolt 


THE  PHESBYTEHIaN  outlook 
Richmond  19 ,  Virginia 
July  26,  1944 


FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  WITH  THE  BIBLE,  THE  POETS, 
THE  SAINTS*  Compiled  by  Robert  E.  Speer.  TIte  Westminster 
Press,  Plsilnclelphlis,  Pa.  1CN3.  384  pages. 

Dr.  Speer  has  indicated  that  the  material  in  this  book  has 
been  assembled  at  the  request  of  the  publishers,  who  dis¬ 
covered  that  he  had  a  large  collection  of  material  which  had 
been  gathered  from  time  to  time  for  personal  use.  The  ma¬ 
terial,  therefore,  Is  just  what  one  would  expect  and  will  be 
very  appealing  to  the  large  host  of  friends  of  Dr.  Speer  around 
the  world.  While  the  book  lacks  a  certain  continuity  that  the 
:  eader  might  desire,  he  feels  that  he  is  almost  looking  into  the 
nner  life  of  a  great  Christian  statesman. 

PATRICK  H.  CARMICHAEL. 

Richmond,  Ya. 


the  Calvin  forum 


August-September,  1945 


Five  Minutes  a  Bay.  By  Robert  E.  Speer.  The  Westminster 
Press,  Philadelphia.  $1.00. 

A  little  day  book  for  spiritual  meditation  and  edification  It 
consists  of  over  350  pages,  each  of  which  offers  some  suitable 
Scripture  passages,  a  spiritual  poem  and  a  toef^rayer  Up; 
lifting  both  as  to  form  and  content.  Very  suitable  for  pres 
tation  gift  as  well  as  for  daily  devotional  use. 


®i)e  ^resftpterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  t tie  Umteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


FIELD  REPRESENTATIVE 
Rev.  James  F.  Riggs 


November  1,  1945 


The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

Lakeville 

Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

A  copy  of  your  new  devotional  booklet,  FIVE 
MINUTES  A  DAY  is  in  my  hands.  I  am  delighted  with  it, 
and  want  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  many  ministers 
who  will  never  write  to  you  —  for  giving  such  a 
splendid  and  quickening  book  to  the  Church. 

In  these  days  when  there  is  such  overwhelming  need, 
such  hooks  as  yours  are  doing  a  service  that  can  not 
be  calculated  by  any  method  known  to  man. 


Very  cordially  yours, 


c 


Guilford  C.  Babcock 

ROCK  AWAY 

NEW  JERSEY 


November 

IS- 

1943 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  have  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  your 
"Five  Minutes  a  Day"  that  I  have 
sent  copies  to  a  number  of  my  friends 
and  this  morning  have  a  letter  of 
acknowledgment  from  Charles  H.  Nut- 
tie,  the  Executive  of  The  Young  Menfs 
Christian  Association  in  Morristown, 
in  wrhich  he  expresses  his  appreciation 
of  my  sending  him  the  book.  This 
letter  is  enclosed.  It  is  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  tribute  to  you. 


Cordially  yours, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville , 
Connecticut. 


1  Enclosure 


James  H.  Bruen,  President 


Clayton  W.  Toye,  Treasurer  Fred  A.  Trowbridge,.  General  Chairman,  Campaign  Charles  H.  Nut  tie,  Executive 


The  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association 

MORRISTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY 


fr^TT  T 

ttU  %. 


WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURc 

Dr.  Clarence  Albert  ICircher,  Minister 
Phil  W.  Barrett,  Assistant  Minister 
13th  and  N  Sts.  Opposite  Capitol  Park 
Sacramento,  California 


November  18,  1943. 


Dr.  Robert  2.  -peer, 
hiew  rork,  R.i. 

Dear  i>r.  Dpeer ; 

fharik  you  for  those  precious  hours  at  Mt.  nermon. 
it  was  a  most  inspiring  time  of  fellowship  and  i  am  very  grateful 
to  have  had  an  invitation  even  though  1  am  not  in  Dan  Prancisco 
Presbytery. 

Phe  week  in  the  Dospel  of  John  at  Princeton  was 
a  high  spot  for  me.  »'e  have  two  large  prayermeeting  groups  her 
every  Wednesday  evening  going  through  the  tfospel  of  oohn  and  1 
thank  you  for  the  inspiration  behind  it. 


-e  would  like  to  have  you  speak  to  a  ixorthern 
Christian  endeavor  group  -there  would  be  an  audience  that  wou! 
run  into  the  thousands , two  thousand  or  twenty-five  hundred  at 
Please  let  me  know  when  you  come  west  again. 


sr 


"ft****  3  « 
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j— redev'ic  kw.e.ck  emeqer,  inister 

Indiana 


November  23,  1^43 


Qr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


My  near  Dr.  Speer: 

Our  committee  on  Lenten  Services  lias  been 
arranging  for  a  series  of  7  o'clock  Sunday  evening  Lenten  preach¬ 
ing  services,  from  about  the  middle  of  February  through  Easter. 
Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  will  be  here  on  the  evening  of  March  12th, 
but  before  that  and  af ter, the  evenings  are  being  arranged  now. 


We  were  wondering  if  by  any  chance  visit  to 
Chicago  you  might  be  in  position  to  give  us  one  of  the  Sunday 
evenings.  We  could  give  you  the  choice  of  any  Sunday  from  Febru¬ 
ary  20  to  Easter,  with  the  exception  of  the  12th  of  March.  If  it 
could  be  arranged,  I  can  assure  you  of  a  great  hearing  in  our 
church,  including  not  only  a  large  group  of  our  own  members,  but 
of  neighboring  churches  as  well.  Whatever  your  usual  honorarium 
is  for  such  a  service,  we  shall  gladly  pay.  I  need  not  add  that 
it  would  be  a  great  delight  to  me  personally,  and  all  of  our  Session 
members,  if  you  could  honor  us  with  a  visit  and  a  message.  I  have 


j—  ir’S't  P  res'pterian  Q  urcl 

Frederick^  6  cackem eijer,  Minister 


Char’Ll,  |  nd i 


ana 


just  recently  begun  my  19th  year§  in  this  pastorate,  and  have 
long  hoped  that  we  might  have  you  come  to  our  church.  If  it  is 
at  all  possible  for  you  to  include  us,  we  would  be  most  happy. 

I  have  just  gone  through  your  lovely  volume  just 
off  the  press,  and  find  it  captivating  and  helpful  in  every  way. 
It  solves  a  "Christmas"  problem  for  a  number  of  our  parcels  to 
be  sent  out,  and  one  copy  will  go  to  our  son,  Keith,  who  is  in  a 
radar  unit  in  India.  He  is  located  at  Chittagong,  near  Calcutta. 

With  every  good  wish,  and  hoping  that  you  may  find 
it  possible  to  give  us  a  Sunday  evening,  I  remain, 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


FWB/s 


Frederick  W.  Backemeyer 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  U.  S.  A. 


SYNOD  OF  MISSOURI 

REV.  RALPH  A.  WAGGONER.  D.  D.,  Executive  Secretary 


i*y 


1122  WEST  7TH  STREET 


TELEPHONE  2075 


SEDALIA,  MISSOURI 


Dear  Doctor  Speer 


Nov.  29,  1945 


These  Fall  days  remind  me  of  a  year  ago  when  you  were  our  partner 
In  the  Faith  and  Life  Conferences  in  Missouri  .  I  hope  you  have 
beoo  having  good  health  and  are  no  worse  the  wear  for  a  strenuous 
Fall  campaign. 

I've  Just  given  away  five  of  your  little  books  "Five  Minutes  a  Day" 
and  I  wish  you  to  know  how  very  much  the  men  have  appreciated  them. 
You  have  given  great  help  to  many  of  us. 

Under  separate  cover  I  am  mailing  you  a  small  box  of  black  walnut 
meats.  I  thought  you  might  enjoy  a  little  souvenir  from  Missouri 
where  you  have  many  friends. 

With  very  best  wishes  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer,  I  am 


S  inc  erel  y  , 


J^tiob  of  Pennsiplbanta 

Pregbpterian  C!)urtf)  in  tfje  III.  g>.  2d. 

GLENN  M.  SHAFER,  Stated  Clerk 
243  £outt)  $nu>ba  ^Street 

Carlisle,  Pa. 


November  30,  1943. 


0r.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  Program  Committee  of  our  Synod  at  its 
meeting  last  week  reported  the  enthusiastic  response 
to  the  messages  which  you  brought  to  our  Synod  last 
June.  They  asked  me  to  tell  you  how  much  good ^ your 
messages  did  for  all  of  us.  Furtner  they  unanimously 
voted  to  ask  you  to  speak  at  the  devotional  hour  at 
our  1944  Synod  meeting.  The  Synod  will  meeo  again 
at  Wilson  College  and  we  would  like  to  have  you  speak 
for  us  from  Tuesday,  June  6,  to  Friday,  June  9,  inclu¬ 
sive.  For  myself  and  for  the  Synod  I  sincerely  hope 
that  you  will  be  able  to  accede  to  our  request. 

As  I  am  writing  you,  may  I  tell  you  per¬ 
sonally  how  much  I  am  appreciating  the  little 
book,  "Five  Minutes  A  Day".  I  have  often  wished  that 
we  misht  have  a  colledtion  of  the  poems  which  you  use 
so  frequently  and  effectively  in  your  books  and  ser¬ 
mons.  Thanking  you  for  making  this  collection  a- 
vailable .  With  best  personal  regards. 

Sincerely  yours, 

yn.  JCL/ 

Glenn  M.  Shafer^/ 


GI.'S :  S 


:adena  (community  Giurch 

7S7  East  Foothill  Boulevard 
Altad  ena,  California 


M.  K.  W.  HEICHER,  PH.D.,  MINISTER 


SYCAMORE  7-3221 
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HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY  THIRD  INFANTRY 
Office  of  the  Chaplain 


A.P.O.  #  2, 
U.  3.  Army, 

9  Dec.  1945. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Witherspoon  Building, 
Philadelphia,  7>  Pa. 
U.S.A. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speers 


I  have  today  been  favored  with  a  copy  of  your  book 


11  Five  Minutes  a  Day"  .  Since  my  college  days  in  1927-1929  I 
have  been  inspired  in  every  contact  I've  had  with  you.  This 
book  will  bring  you  constantly  in  close  fellowship. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  BASE  CHAPLAIN 
BERGSTROM  ARMY  AIR  FIELD 


AUSTIN,  TEXAS 


EAW/rw 


13  December  1943 


Dr.  Robert  E,  Speer,  D.  D. 

Office  of  the  General  Assembly 
Presbyterian  Church  U,  S.  A. 

514  Witherspoon  Building 
Philadelphia  7>  Penna. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  Presbyterian  Committee  on  Army  and  Navy  Chaplains  has  sent 
to  me,  as  to  all  other  chaplains,  a  copy  of  your  book  "Five  Minutes 
A  Day" . 

I  have  found,  and  shall  find,  this  book  a  real  inspiration  and  a 
rich  harvest  of  religious  literature.  Because  I  had  once  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you  personally  I  shall  feel  greater  appreciation  for  being 
able  to  read  what  you  have  found  to  be  of  such  great  help. 

I  know  how  very  busy  you  are,  so  do  not  feel  this  letter  needs  a 
personal  reply. 


EDWARD  A.  TOCHER,  JR. 
Base  Chaplain,  1st  Lt. 


C^Lriitmai  —  /  943 


On  Christmas  night,  when  freedom’s  light 
First  flickered  in  the  sky. 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem  foretold 
Of  man’s  redemption  nigh. 

And  on  this  Christmas,  forty-three. 

There  floats  against  that  sky 

“Old  Glory” — flag  of  liberty 
To  mankind,  far  and  nigh. 

The  melting-pot  of  human  kind. 

It  heralds  to  the  world 

That  in  such  racial  brotherhood 
God’s  kingdom  shall  unfurl. 

And  so  its  stars  and  stripes  shall  be 
A  symbol  on  the  earth 

For  all  oppressed  and  captive  souls 
Of  liberty’s  new  birth. 

And  may,  O  Babe  of  Bethlehem, 

Our  Christmas  carol  be 

Not  “God  Bless  America,” 

But  America  bless  Thee! 

For  if  Thou,  Lord,  shalt  make  us  free. 

We  shall  be  free  indeed; 

To  share  this  freedom  as  Thy  gift 
Is  all  we  mortals  need. 


St.  John’s  Rectory, 
Cynwyd,  Pa. 
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DER  4-6206 


ROBERT  W.  ANTHONY 
315  EAST  68th  STREET 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 
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LAKEVILLE,  CONNECTJCUT 


December  17,  1943 


Dear  Doctor  Speer; 

It  has  always  been  a  wonder  to  me  since  I  first 
came  to  know  you  how  you  find  time  to  travel  as  much 
as  you  do,  to  work  up  the  subject  of  your  lectures, 
mingle  with  your  friends,  to  have  what  looks  to  the 
outsider  often  as  leisure  here  in  Lakeville,  and  on 
top  of  all  this  to  write  and  publish  books  of  out¬ 
standing  interest  and  usefulness. 

When  I  saw  your  writing  on  the  wrapping  of  the 
little  book  "Dive  Minutes  a  Day  with  the  Bible,  the 
Poets,  and  the  Saints"  I  could  not  resist  the  temp¬ 
tation  to  open  it  and  get  a  glimpse  of  the  contents. 
It  is  a  very  lovely  piece  of  work  and  will  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  helpful  to  me  as  all  that  you  have  se¬ 
lected  stems  back  into  a  subject  that  interests  me 
profoundly.  It  was  good  of  you  to  inscribe  it  for 
me  and  I  appreciate  more  than  I  can  easily  tell  you 
the  friendly  spirit  that  prompted  you  to  think  of 
me  in  this  way. 

I  am  glad  that  Mrs .  Barbour  got  safely  over  to 
the  other  side  and  is  now  among  her  friends  there. 

My  call  at  your  house  in  order  to  say  good-bye  just 
before  she  sailed  unhappily  was  too  late,  but  per¬ 
haps  you  will  remember  me  warmly  to  her  and  her  hus¬ 
band  sometime  when  you  are  writing.  I'll  never  for¬ 
get  how  jaunty  he  looked  with  his  cap  over  his  ear 
the  last  time  I  saw  him  on  the  train  going  down  to 
Hew  York  with  Mrs.  Barbour.  That  was  some  little 
time  before  he  finally  left  this  country. 

I  shall  oe  thinking  of  you  all  Christmas  Day, 
which  I  expect  to  spend  with  my  little  family  at 
Ardsley,  and  wishing  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  and.  Billy 
well. 


Sincerely  your  friend 


6-40  SENECA  PARKWAY 
ROCH  ESTER,  N  EW  YORK 
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December  17,  1943 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
c/o  156  5th  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  have  just  received  and  have  begun 
reading  your  book  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY,  and  X  want 
you  to  know  how  much  I  appreciate  it. 

Your  selections  of  scripture  and 
other  quotations  are  most  unusual  and  very  helpful. 

You  have  been  an  inspiration  to  me 
since  I  was  a  medical  student  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  1902,  and  I  know 
you  have  also  been  an  inspiration  to  many  others. 


Christmas 
service . 


Please  accept  my  wis 
son  and  many  more  years 
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J.  PARK  K^CALLIE,  Vice-Chairman 


ARTHUR  H.  COMPTON,  General  Chairman 
ALVAH  L.  SAWYER,  M.D.,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee 
J.  J.  KINGHAM,  Recording  Secretary 
HARRY  A.  WHEELER,  Treasurer 


ALTON  L.  MILLER,  Vice-Chairman 
FRANK  F.  TAYLOR,  Vice-Chairman 
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National  Secretary 
Frederick  J.  Michel 
1 9  South  La  Salle  Street 
Chicago  3,  Illinois 


LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY  MOVEMENT 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

19  South  La  Salle  Street 
CHICAGO  3 


January  10,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  most  appropriate  message  for  this  year's 
Men  and  Missions  Sunday  Manual  should  be  echoed 
from  every  pulpit  on  November  19.  Will  you 
kindly  correct  any  errors  which  may  have  been 
made  by  the  typist? 

I  was  3orry  that  we  could  not  have  a  few  words 
from  you  preceding  your  prayer  on  Friday  morning. 

Mrs.  Michel  and  I  are  being  profited  greatly  by 
those  "Five  Minutes  a  Pay"  under  your  leadership. 
Thank  you  for  permitting  their  publication. 


f  jm-ls 


Cordially  yours. 


F,  J'.  Michel, 
S^retary 


J.  SCOTT  PARRISH 

RICHMOND  FOUNDRY  &  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 
RICHMOND  20.  VA. 


January  17,  1944. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


My  dear  Robert: 

It  was  very  nice  in  you  sending  me  your  new 
book  "Five  Minutes  A  Day",  which  I  received  about  ten 
days  ago.  I  am  greatly  enjoying  it,  and  when  I  read 
it  I  shall  always  think  of  you  and  Emma.  I  also 
greatly  appreciated  your  fine  letter. 

I  think  you  and  Emma  both  well  know  how  much 
I  miss  Edith,  as  we  vfere  together  nearly  fifty  years, 
each  day  of  which  was  filled  with  love  and  happiness. 
Her  life  had  been  a  very  beautiful  and  full  one, 
serving  her  Master  each  day  in  a  very  beautiful  way, 
and  making  a  home  for  me  and  cur  children  and  grand¬ 
children  that  was  bright  and  happy  and  lovely  in 
every  way.  I  am  very  grateful  that  Eleanor  and  her 
three  children  can  be  with  me,  and  we  each  try  to 
keep  busy  thinking  about  the  other  fellow. 

With  much  love  to  you  both  and  with  every  good 
wish  for  a  very  happy  1944,  I  am 


Your  old  friend. 


JSP :  g 
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173  MACON  AVENUE 
ASHEVILLE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


January  22,  1944. 

My  dear  Robert 

The  Indianapolis  Five  Minutes  a  Day  is  here  and  is  much  appreciated. 
We  have  already  had  five  copies  sent  us  for  use  among  friends.  Mildred 
has  always  likeiia  daily  book  which  gives  the  Scripture  instead  of  mere! 
the  references  because  irijtrrvel  it  is  not  easy  to  keep  a  Bible  at 
hand  for  the  snatched  moments,  so  she  likes  this  new  book  very  much. 
Friends  here  are  intrigued  by  the  poetry,  fitting  the  Scripture  so 
nicely.  The  young  minister  here  (Southern)  has  greeted  the  book  with 
enthusias^because  it  opens  so  many  new  dootfs  to  him.  As  fb  r  ourselves, 
we  have  added  it  to  our  morning  worship  and  feel  enrichedjby  it.  You 
have  done  a  fine  thing  for  tony  people.  I  siispect  it  may  take  its 
place  alongside  your  Principles  of  Jesus.  The  format  is  good,  though 
the  print  had  to  be  rather  sstollj  for  |some|'ofl  bhe|'#lder  eyes  which 
might  use  it.  Vfe  have  one  old  lady  in  the  house  here  who  wishes  it 
were  a  s  large  as  her  large  print  Testament  on  vHaidi  she  rests.  But 
larger  print  would  have  meant  a  larger  book  to  hahdle  and  larger 
pockets  to  carry  it— and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 

I  am  in  a  Southerr^iot-bed  here,  not  fed  by  i^ires  from  this 
local  Church  or  minister  but  by  ghose  lighted  and  fka»ned|)y  men  near 
here.  The  word  that  floats  around  is  that  the  election  of  Henry 
Coffin  has  been  used  against  union  with  much  effect.  Sari  Mclntire 
has  made  the  most  of  it  with  extracts  from  Henry's  writings  fitted  to 
his  argment  and  the  little  paper  published  near  here  in  opposition 
has  lighted  on  those  quotations  with  glee.  Even  the  favorable  men 
here  fear  that  the  union  idea  is  hindered.  All  the  same,  I  would 
rather  have  Henry  in  the  Chair  as  fsit  notice  that  we  are  at  the  end 
of  our  disputing  end  are  setting  out  to  get  our  main  business  done. 


I  wonder  if  jo  u  have  seen  Raven's  Science,  Religion  and  the  Future. 

It  is  a  small  book  (Macmillan)  but  it  covers  ground  which  I  have  had 

ti)  survey  a  good  deal  in  these  lectures  in  variou sjplaoes  and  has 

mudh  good  material.  He  set  out  to  be  a  scientific  man  and  has  always 

been  ready  for  any  scientific  results,  but  he  is  not  easily  fooled  by 

supposed  conclusions.  I  find  more  concern  among  parents  over  the 

High  School  and  College  science  thane  I  supposed  there  was.  Indeed, 

I  felt  it  to  be  rather  out  of  date,  but  it  is  not  so.  Every  reference 

to  Christian  od  ncern  for  the  use  of  science  brihgs  me  parents  and 

teachers  with  questions  or  approval.  I  have  been  asked  for  the  MS 

of  the  paragraphs  on  this  subject  oftener  than  any  other.  It  does 

not  exist  so  that  I  do  not  furnish  it,  but  this  little  book  will  be 

a  help  to  some  of  the  inquirers. 

Along  with  it,  I  have  found  good  in  another  tiny  book  by  Dr. 

Wood, the  theology  man  of  Birmingham,  Christiantyjand  Civilization. 

It  deals  with  Humanism  and  Marzism  more  directly.  He  tells  that 

when  Marx's  mother,  impecunious  as  always,  heard  that  Karl  had  writtei 

a  bobk  on  Kapital,  she  said  she  wished  he  would  spend  more  time  ac- 
inetead  of 

cumulating  some//)////writng  a  book  about  it. 

I  have  found  in  II  Chronicles  28:8-15  a  rather  surprising  bit  of 
humanity  which  may  be  needed  when  we  come  to  deal  with  captured 
people  after  the  flighting  is  over.  It  is  a  kind  of  forerunner  of 
UNNRA.  Getting  people  back  again  where  they  belong  ai  d  paying  the 
price  for  it$  ourselves  will  over* strain  the  spirit  of  many  people. 
That  it  has  been  done  is  worth  knowing. 

We  think  gladly  of  Margaret's  being  with  you  and  look  forward 
with  her  to  the  time  when  she  can  get  back  where  she  wants  to  be. 


Always  affectionately. 
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DENISON  FISH 

ORGANIST  AND  CHOIRMASTER 

The  Hotchkiss  School 

LAKEVILLE,  CONN. 


Feb. 23rd,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 


Yesterday  I  telephoned  to  your  house  and  Mrs.  Speer  suggested 


that  I  drop  you  a  line  as  you  would  not  be  back  for  a  week.  I  wanted  to 
ask  if  there  were  any  hymns  or  anthem  words  which  you  would  like  used  the 
Sunday  you  preach  at  Hotchkiss,  to  give  the  service  more  unity.  If  you 
keep  this  in  mind,  I  will  telephone  to  you  next  week  when  you  get  home. 

In  the  meantime,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  "Five  Minutes  a  Day" 
which  my  sister  gave  me  for  Christmas,  and  which  I  find  very  inspiring. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  soon,  Ever  sincerely  yours* 


The  Executive  Committee  of 
Christian  Education  and  Ministerial  Relief 


Jean  Liston 
field  secretary 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 

INCORPORATED 


WADE  H.  BOGGS,  Secrctary 

410  Urban  Building,  Louisville,  Ky. 
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MAKE  REMITTANCES  PAYABLE  TO 
Wm.  H.  Hopper,  treasurer 


February  24,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer; 

I  wished  so  heartily  for  you  last  week.  Dr.  John  R.  Mott 
was  with  us  in  a  retreat  for  the  Chaplains  stationed  in  this  area. 
The  first  address  he  made  was  as  vigorous  and  forceful  as  any  I 
ever  heard  him  deliver.  It  reminded  me  of  the  days  of  old. 

You  two  men  certainly  affected  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  students  throughout  the  world.  I  shall  never  cease  to  thank 
God  that  I  was  thrown  with  you  in  my  student  days  and  later. 

I  was  happy  to  hear  Dr.  Mott  in  his  address  as  he  talked 
about  a  fuller  exposure  of  our  lives  to  Jesus  Christ  commend  to 
everybody  your  book,  "Five  Minutes  a  Day."  Ever  since  I  got  a  copy 
of  that  I  have  been  intending  to  write  to  thank  you  for  its  message. 
I  was  glad  he  gave  it  that  hearty  commendation. 

I  have  missed  you  several  times  lately  when  I  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  anxious  to  see  you  again.  My  heart  overflows  with  gratitude 
for  what  you  have  meant  to  my  life  and  for  what  you  have  done  for  my 
service. 


West  Hartford,  Conn. 


March  2,1944. 


Doctor  Robert  Speer, 

C  re  of  the  Westminster  Press; 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

My  Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

While  reading  in  my  devotionals  this 
morning  from  your  excellent  hook  "  Five  Minutes  A  Day 
I  came  across  Mr  JDlm  Oxenhams'  poem  "Only  Through  Me". 
It  seem-.d  perfect  to  include  in  an  article  whien  I  hope 
to  write  on  "  The  Spiritual  Re  Construction  After  the 
cr;'.  I  wish  to  obtain  his  permission  to  include  this. 


I  remember  with  pleasure  the  many  sermons 
which  vou  have  preached,  most  especially  am  1  grateiul 

for  the  influence  you  had  on  me  long  years  ago  when  in 

my  youth  I  heard  you  at  the  Silver  Bay  Conferences. 

I  regretted  with  hundreds  the  tragedy  w hi ch  came  to 

T-ou,  yot  it  produced  this  book,  I’m  sure,  utn  it;  con~ 

solino-  messages  for  the  broken  hearted. 

Thank  ■'’'ou  for  this  courtesy. 

Most  Sincerely  Yours, 


Committee  on  World  Literacy  and  Christian  Literature 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


LITERACY 

E 


CHARLES  T.  LEBER 
Chairman 

ERIC  M.  NORTH 
Vice-Chairman 

ARTHUR  Y.  MEEKER 
Chairman 
Finance  Committee 

FRANK  C.  LAUBACH 
Special  Counselor 
and  Representative 


SUE  WEDDELL 
Secretary 


R 

A 

T 

U 

R 

E 


Upper  Montclair,  R.  J. 
April  j? ,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

You  may  have  forgotten  it, but  some 
years  ago, you  recommended  two.  books  to  me: 
"Ways  of  Praying"  by  Muriel  Lester,  and 
"I  Follow  the  Road"  by  Mrs.  Payson.  These 
have  proved  to  be  very  helpful,  indeed, 
and  I’m  greatly  indebted  to  you,  not  only 
for  this  suggestion,  but  for  the  many  stimu¬ 
lating  and  heart-moving  influences,  which 
you  have  exerted  in  my  own  life. 

I  am  now  finding  a  deep  interest  and 
spiritual  stimulation  from  your  latest  book 
of  devotion,  "Five  Minutes  A  Day" . 


With  best  wishes  for  you  at  this  Easter 
Season,  believe  me, 


Gratefully  yours, 


AYM: JPA 


-'*'1 


A..  Archibald  Bullock 

1524  Paloma  Street 
Pasadena  7,  California 
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Central  ^cobmarh  Christian  Cl|nrcl] 

—  =  Disciples  of  Christ  -^= - 

WOODWARD  AT  JOSEPHINE-  DETROIT  2.  MICHIGAN 


EDGAR  DEWITT  JONES.  D.  D. 
MINISTER 


J.  CLYDE  WHEELER.  B.  D. 
ASSOCIATE  MINISTER 

April  18,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer, 

Rock  Ledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  tardy  in  thanking  you  for  your 
beautiful  devotional  book,  earmarked  by  your  own  gracious 
and  prayerful  spirit.  Also  I  thank  you  for  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  and  I  want  you  to  know  again  that  I  think  of  you  as 
one  of  the  elect  —  God's  gentleman  in  truth. 

1  have  followed  you  through  t^e  years  with 
profit  to  my  Eternal  good.  I  heard  you  for  the  first  time 
in  Cincinnati  in  1901  at  the  Christian  Endeavor  Convention. 

I  have  heard  you  many  times,  and  always  you  touched  the  deeps 
of  my  soul. 

May  Heaven's  blessing  rest  upon  you  and 
those  you  love  and  those  who  love  you  is  the  prayer  o-i  your 
friend  and  fellow  servant  of  our  Lord. 


r- 


Most  sincerely  yours. 


Walter  Ivan  Smalley 
4535  KLingle  Street,  NW 
Washington  -  16  -  D.  C. 

April  19th,  1944 


Dear  Dr  Speer: 

When  I  was  a  young  man,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  come  upon 
your  little  book,  “A  Christian's  Habits.”  That  was  in  1915. 

The  book  meant  a  great  deal  to  me,  and  I  plan  to  bring  it  to 
the  attention  of  my  son  at  an  appropriate  time  in  his  life. 

Last  Fall  I  saw  an  advertisement  of  “Five  Minutes  a  Day”, 
and  I  was  immediately  interested  because  of  the  association 
of  your  name  with  it.  I  purchased  a  copy  and  have  been  using 
it  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

The  contents  of  “Five  Minutes  a  Day”  are  such  as  to  minister 
effectively  to  the  needs  of  the  spirit.  There  is  one  sugges¬ 
tion,  however,  that  I  would  like  to  offer:  the  pleasure  in  using 
the  book  could  be  greatly  enhanced  by  improving  the  typography. 
That  exceedingly  small  type  used  for  many  of  the  poems  quoted 
is  deplorable,  and  even  the  rest  of  the  type  is  too  small. 

It  seems  to  me  that  printers  have  gone  to  an  unnecessary 
extreme  in  making  pocket-sized  books.  If  “Five  Minutes  a  Day” 
is  intended  primarily  for  the  armed  forces,  perhaps  the  small 
size  is  justified,  but  I  wish  your  publisher  would  honor  you  by 
producing  the  book  in  a  better  format  —  even  if  the  price  of  it 
must  be  raised  considerably. 


Dr  Robert  Elliott  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Connecticut . 


Yours  very  sincerely. 
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ROCKLEDGE 

Lakeville.  Connecticut 


Harris  E.Kirk.D.D. 
502  Cathedral  Street 
Baltimore  Md 


April  28th  1944. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  ^ear  Dr.  Speer 

I  have  long  wanted  to  write  you  to 
express  my  thanks  for  your  very  beautiful 
little  book  Five  Minutes  a  Day.  I  use  it  each 
morning  with  increasing  delight,  and  find  it  among 
the  very  best  available. 

I  have  long  made  a  habit  of  selecting  appro¬ 
priate  things  for  such  a  book  as  this,  and  in 
my  redent  letter  to  the  men  of  our  church  in 
the  armed  forces,  I  printed  what  is  known  as 
a  Shepherd's  Lord's  Day  Prayer,  from  the  german. 

I  thought  it  might  suit  you  sometime  to  make 
use  of  it,  for  it  so  beautifully  expressed  what 
I  wished  to  say  to  the  men  that  each  Sunday  they 
had  their  special  place  in  the  worship  service. 

I  hope  we  may  meet  this  summer  at  Princeton. 


All  blessings  on  you  and  your  h' 
Sincerely  your  friend, 


WILLIAM  HIRAM  FOULKES 

94  South  Munn  Avenue,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 


Summer  Address: 

Stony  Brook,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
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FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

KOKOMO,  INDIANA 
HURD  ALLYN  DRAKE,  D.  D„  PASTOR 


December  2,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E„  Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville 

Conn. 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 


I  come  seeking  a  favor.  I  have  purchased  for  Mrs.  Drake 
and  for  James  copies  of  your  "Five  Minutes  a  Day"  which  I  want 
to  give  them  at  Christmas.  All  of  us  cherish  for  you  a  deep 
affection,  though  I  do  not  think  I  ever  said  so  before.  It  will 
make  the  little  volumes  so  much  more  meaningful  in  the  way  of 
personal  helpfulness  to  them  if  you  will  write  some  personal 
word  to  Mrs.  Drake  in  one-  and  to  Mrs.  Drake  in  the  other  copy. 

I  know  this  is  a  nuisance,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  ask  it;  but  in 
my  High  School  days  I  learned  the  sentence,  "Fortuna  audacas 
faiet.'*  Be  sure  the  volume  will  remain  prized  possessions  all 
through  the  years  to  come. 


I  hope  this  will  find  you  and  yours  in  good  health.  You 
have  given  yourself  so  unselfishly  that  it  is  cause  for -all 
of  us  to  thank  God  that  you  have  not  had  to  say:  "The  zeal  of 
Thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up.'*  May  God  bless  you,  and  may  the 
approaching  Christmas  give  you  great  joy  in  the  Prince  of  Peace* 


In  February,  1943,  Mrs.  Drake  suffered  a  serious  attack 
of  coronary  trouble,  and  there  was  no  clinical  indication  of 
improvement  until  last  August,  when  progress  was  registerdd. 
She  is  able  to  attend  church  most  of  the  time  and  is  about  the 
house  afternoons  and  evenings,  so  we  are  encouraged.  I  seem 
to  stand  up  to  things  wall,  and  am  thankful. 


James  is  head  of  the  English  Department  of  the  High  School 
at  Avon  Lake,  Ohio,  about  twenty  miles  from  Cleveland.  He  and 
his  wife  have  two  fine  boys,  David  who  is  7  and  John  who  is  5. 
James  and  his  wife  are  both  graduates  of  the  College  of  Wooster, 
and  James  has  his  M.  A.  in  English  Literature  from  Ohio  State 
University.  He  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in  the 
community  church,  and  his  wife  teaches  a  class  of  High  School 
youth.  We  are  thankful  for  these  activities. 


Most  cordially. 
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JOHN  R.  TODD 

420  LEXINGTON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 


Telephone 
MOHAWK  4-3044 


December  18,  1944 


Cable 

Tqdrobeng 


Dear  Robert: 

I  never  did  like  your  nickname,  Bobby, 
which  '89  always  used. 

"FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY"  impresses  me  anew 
with  the  great  amount  of  writing  many  of  you 
busy  men  find  time  to  do. 

We  are  off  tomorrow  for  Florida.  I  am 
afraid  you  won' t  get  south  this  winter  but  I 
hope  you  come  on  with  the  job  you  have  in  hand 
successfully  and  comfortably  and  happily. 

Give  my  very  best  to  Mrs.  Speer. 

Yours  with  much  interest, 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Conn. 
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ELMER  LIJCQLJI  AAATT6X 


January  3rd,  1945 


Dr.  Robett  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Lois  and  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  gracious 
note  of  congratulation  on  our  marriage.  We  sure 
did  appreciate  your  taking  time  from  your  many 
calls  for  service  to  write  us  and  recall  so  many 
of  our  old  associations  through  the  years. 

My  memory  goes  tack  to  your  visit  to  Parsons 
College  and  to  my  room  in  1887  or  1888,  and  also 
in  McCormick  Seminary  in  1892,  your  two  visits  to 
China  and  my  several  visits  in  your  home.  To  say 
nothing  of  all  the  years  of  friendship  and  fellow¬ 
ship  that  intervene. 

You  will  he  interested  to  know  that  one  of  the 
things  that  Lois  and  I  have  in  common  is  that  we 
dach  had  a  copy  of  your  "FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY"  and 
that  each  day  since  our  wedding  we  have  read  to¬ 
gether  a  page,  and  on  this  New  Years  Day  p  275. 

We  are  glad  to  note  in  a  letter  just  received 
from  Herrick  Young  and  Elsa  Logan  that  you  are 
recuperating  in  your  own  home  and  pray  that  you 
may  soon  "be  restored  to  full  health  and  vigor. 

Luverne  and  family  are  well.  Her  eldest  son  just 
19  is  back  from  14  months  as  a  marine  in  the  So. 
Pacific,  intact  and  uninjured. 

May  God's  richest  blessing  be  with  you  and  yours 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  new  year,  is  our 
united  prayer. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 
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1711  N .  H.  Avenue,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C. 

January  17,  19U5 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  bought  a  copy  of  the  little  book  you 
compiled,  entitled  "Five  Minutes  a  Day."  It  is  an  exceptionally 
inspiring  devotional  book,  and  I  am  using  it  with  much  appreciation. 

In  view  of  your  assurance  in  the  preface  that  you  welcome 
help  in  living  the  proper  credit  for  the  poems  quoted,  I  am  noting 
the  following  items; 

On  page  85,  three  stanzas  are  quoted.  I  think  the  first  two 
were  written  by  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  -  at  least  the  authorship 
is  so  indicated  in  the  copy  I  have  in  my  scrap-book.  As  the 
verses  aro  printed  in  your  book,  it  appears  that  George  Macdonald 
is  credited  as  the  author  of  all  three  instead  of  as  only  the 
last  one. 

On  page  2J0,  you  have  indicated  Dr.  H.  C.  Trumbull  as  the 
author  of  the  poem  quoted.  This  was  written  by  Mr.  Philip  E.  Howard 
about  his  father-in-law,  Dr.  Trumbull.  It  is  included  in  a  small 
volume  of  poems  published  recently  by  Mr.  Howard.  (I  gave  away  my 
copy,  and  am  not  able  to  give  the  exact  wording  oi  the  title. ) 

On  page  300  you  quoted  a  poem  credited  to  The  3und.ay  School 
Times  but  without  the  author's  name.  This  was  written  by  Rose 
Trumbull  -  I  clipped  it  from  The  Sunday  School  Times  many  years 
ago.  (So  far  as  I  know,  Rose  Trumbull  was  not  relatea  to  Mr.  Charles 

G .  Trumbu 11.) 

On  page  3I+8  you  quoted  a  poem  beginning  "The  cry  of  men's 
anguish  went  up  unto  God."  I  have  this  in  my  scrap-book  with 
Julia  Larned  indicated  as  the  author. 

I  am  sure  there  must  be  many  who  are  finding  this  book  most 
helpful,  and  who  are  as  glad  as  I  am  that  the  Westminster  Press 
persuaded  you  to  have  it  published. 

Yours  faithfully, 
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Monday,  February  5 — Read  I.  Corinthians  13 

The  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World 

Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind ;  charity  envieth 
not;  charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up, 
Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her 
own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil;  Re- 
joiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth; 
Beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all 
things,  endureth  all  things. 

ID  OBERT  E.  SPEER’S  missionary  daughter, 
Margaret,  was  held  for  a  year  in  a  Japanese 
concentration  camp.  She  tells  about  the  hard 
work  they  all  had  to  do  just  to  keep  alive. 
Among  other  things,  she  says,  “It  is  hard  to 
clean  latrines,  but  it  is  even  worse  to  have  some¬ 
one  else  clean  them  for  you;  to  lie  in  bed  and 
know  that  the  person  next  to  you  is  getting  up 
to  do  it  for  you.” 

There  are  lovely  strong  people  like  Miss  Speer 
who  would  rather  do  the  work  than  have  it  done, 
but  it  simply  is  not  true  that  it  is  harder  for 
every  one  to  have  it  done  for  them.  Some  are 
always  trying  to  give  (or  leave)  the  dirty  work 
of  life  to  others. 

And  the  judgment  is  not  “Oh,  the  meanness 
of  it!”  but  “Oh,  the  pity  of  it!”  Verily  they  have 
their  reward.  There  is  a  shrewdness,  a  worldly 
wiseness  from  which  we  all  may  pray  to  be 
delivered. 

All  labor  gained  new  dignity 
Since  he  who  all  creation  made 

Toiled  with  his  hands  for  daily  bread 
Right  manfully. 
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Mrs .E.M. Powell 

Green  Pastures  -  East  Northfield ,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Dr. Speer, 

I  am  enjoying  your  "Five  Minutes  A 
.1  am  compiling -a  small  collection  of  fra 


Day 


ments  of  prose  and  poetry  re  death  and 


immortality( especially  for  families  of 
servicemen)!  have  asked  your  publisher  if  I 


may  have  permission  to  quote  from  your  book. 
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1007  FEDERAL  STREET  LYNCHBURG,  VIRGINIA 


Santiago  &e  Chile, 


Casilla  2037, 

Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

c/of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Ave.  New  York  City. 


June  23rd,  1945. 


My  dear  Dr. Speer: 

Gratitude  and  a  sense  of  duty  impel  me  to  acknowledge 
an  iaebtedness  which  crowns  my  already  great  obligation  to  you  for 
the  heartening  messages  enshrined  in  your  "Five  Minutes  a  Day"  -  my 
close  companion  for  the  past  months. 

Across  the  centuries,  the  Christian  student  has  interpreted 
Scriptural  truth  which  the  poet  has  embellished  and  the  mystic  has 
sublimated  into  worship .Yours  is  a  happy  concordance  of  reverent 
approach  to  and  practical  application  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of 
our  working  faith  but  in  the  form  of  a  "multum  in  parvo"  so  admirable 
that  it  concentrates  memorable  teaching  into  choice  selections  for 
each  day  yet  invites  re-reading  and  meditation. 


In  most  of  the  'quotations  I  find  the  higher  level  on  which 
Roman  Catholics  and  Evangelicals  are  in  essential  agreement  and  some 
of  them  I  may  translate  for  concluding  appeals  over  the  radio  on 
Sunday  mornings. This  ministry  I  have  found  regarding  because  it  has 
opened  the  way  for  friendly  communion  with  men  and  women  who  are 
searching  for  fellowship  without  futile  controversy  over  dogma  and 
polity. 

I  rejoice  with  your  sa.ny  friends  and  your  family 
over  your  complete  restoration  to  health  and  vigor  and  trust  you  may 
find  your  daily  strength  equal  to  your  desire  for  prolonged  service. 


My  gall-bladder  operation  brought  complete 
relief  and  restored  my  physical  well-being  but  I  had  to  have  another 
surgical  intervention  to  correct  a  tiny  hernia  that  formed  where  the 
drainage  tube  had  been  inserted. Three  weeks  have  elapsed  and  I  am 
feeling  prime.  The  wound  healed  rapidly  and  cleanly  and  brought 
full  relief. 

To  a  retired  missionary,  residence  on  the  field 
brings  continual  joy  for  he  can  capitalize  the  results  of  continuous 
residence. I  still  hold  my  position  on  the  University  Faculty  because 
the  authorities  and  the  student  body  have  besought  me  to  persevere 
at  my  post. 

Despite  a  distressing  schism  in  our  Presbyterian  ranks, 
our  general  enterprise  has  its  hopeful  phases  and  our  @prale  is 
excellent. Dr. Stanley  Jones  was  amazed  at  the  progress  of  Protestantism 
since  his  first  visit,  17  years  ago. 

We  are  celebrating  the  Trumbull  Centennial  this 
year  and  I  have  drawing  on  your  chapter  in  "Studies  in  Missionary 
Leadership"  for  the  preparation  of  a  memorial  pamphlet. His  long 
ministry  is  full  of  inspiration  for  every  worker  in  Chile. 


%  cordial  wishes  for  your  own  enduement  and  blessing  in  all 
you  undertake,  with  kindliest  greetings  to  Mrs.  Speer. Miss  ilorenee 
Smith  is  to  have  tea  with  us  to-morrow. She  keeps  cheer 
daily  assignments  in  the  Embassy. 

Affectionately, 
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Print  the  complete  address  in  plain  block  letters  in  the  panel  below,  and  your  return  address  in  the  space 
provided.  Use  typewriter,  dark  ink,  or  pencil.  Write  plainly.  Very  small  writing  is  not  suitable. 


To  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

c/o  Presbyterian  Foreign  Board 
156  Fifth  Ave . , 

New  York,  10  N.Y. 


From 

Livingston  Bentlev 

(Sender's  name) 

American  Civilian, 

Amppl  p.qti  IVH  g.ql 

( Sender's  address) 

APO  523,  New  York 
July  12,  1945. 

(Date) 


sDear  Db.,-  SpsBr , 

Because  I  have  been  making  daily  use  of  your  little  book,  "Five 
Minutes  a  Day,"  I  want  to  thank  you  for  it,  I  have  used  other  daily 
devotional  readings,  but  on  the  whole  they  seem  to  me  to  be  aimed  at 
young  people.  Probably  they  hit  the  mark.  Your  book  seems  to  me  to 
be  aimed  at  mature  Christians.  I  do  not  count  myself  such,  but  I  do 
find  that  your  book  feBds  my  soul. 

There  is  one  thing  in  particular  for  which  I  would  thank  you.  It 
is  the  poem,  "There  is  a  Peace  the  cometh  after  sorrow,"  which  is  on 
page  163  of  your  book.  Had  the  writer  of  that  poem  also  lost  a  son? 

I  thought  of  you  and  your  son.  Not  long  ago  I  read  with  deepest 
feelings  the  memorial  booklet,  which  included  your  address  at  Mt. 
Hermon,  published  after  the  death  of  your  son.  Then  I  thought  of 
my  son,  "Of  hope  surrendered,  not  of  hope  fulfilled."  I  know  that 
that  poem  speaks  truly,  but  i  haven't  yet  found  that  Peace.  What  I 
am  thankful  for  is  the  fact  that,  through  your  little  book,  I  have 
seen  from  afar  the  goal  to  which  I  must  yet  attain. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 
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LAKEVEIW  0746-M. 


spokane  ..ashington 
January  21-46 


Dr. Robert  K. Speer 
.Lakeside,  Conn. 

My  dear  L/r.speer; 

I  received  your  beautiful  book, "Five  Minutes  A  Day” 
and  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  it.  We  are  greatly  en¬ 
joying  it  and  the  prayers  are  so  helpful  and  inspiring. 

..e  shall  treasure  this  little  gift  from  you  and  trust 
that  God  will  continue  to  bless  you  with  good  health  that 
you  may  be  able  to  write  and  witness  to  His  Cause  for  many 
many  years  to  come. 

I  am  still  preaching  to  the  lumberjacks  and  visiting 
the  rural  and  isolated  districts.  There  were  nine  conver- 
ions  in  meetings  last  week  among  young  people.  In  late  Sept- 
I  visited  a  little  ounday  school  for  the  first  time.  I  told 
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SPOKANE 


how  Christ  healed  ten  lepers  and  only  one  returned  'thanks . 

At  the  close  I  gave  an  invitation  and  four  young  high  school 
boys  and  one  young  woman  came  forward  and  confessed  Christ. 

Had  a  lovely  letter  from  Dr. Stone  during  holidays  and  he 
too  keeps  busy. 

Our  son  Dick  is  out  of  the  service^  now  and  how  thankful  we  are 
that  his  life  was  spared. 

With  continued  good  wishes  to  you  and  yours, 

Always  your  true  friend  In  Christ, 


(Phillipians  1-3  ) 


129  E, Vine  St Lancaster, ?a . 

Anril  11,1 946. 
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Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

New  York  City.N.Y. 

My  bear  Dr. Speer, - 

May  I  send  you  a  short  letter  to  express 
to  you  my  thanks  ana  appreciation  of  the  little  book 
"Five  Minutes  a  Day"  ? 

From  January  first, 1945  to  the  end  of 
the  year, I  read  in  it  every  morning.and  this  year, although 
I  have  a  new  book  "Gates  of  Beauty",  very  good,  too,  I  am 
re-reading  the  helpful  and  lovely  selections  from’ The  Bible 
The  Poets, The  Saints. 

It  is  pleasant  to. find  in  the  Preface 
that  the  selections  were  gathered  and  arranged  for  your 
personal  and  private  use, for  it  seems  to  admit  one" into 
your  family  circle.  I  like  to  think  of  it, as  I  read,- 
finding  many  that  are  my  own  favorites , "Dr. Speer  likes  this, 
too";  and  finding' many  lovely  new  ones,-  these  strength- 
giving  verses, poems, and  prayers  become  more  inspiring  be¬ 
cause  I  can  think  of  them  as  being  read  at  your  family 
altar.  For  many  years  at  our  family  altar, my  father  read 
to  us  from  "Daily  Strength  for  Daily  Needs."  That  was  before 
my  brother  Paul  and  I  went  to  live  in  Japan, where  we  spent 
so  many  years.  My  parents  have  gone  on  years  ago  into  "the 
World  of  Light" :my  own  copy  of  "Daily  Strength  "  is  with  the 
many  books  I  left  behind  in  Japan  when  I  came  away  in  the 
spring  of  1941.  My  two  sisters  and  T  in  the  old  home  still 
continue  our  evening  reading  together: the  book  usually  in 
use  being  "The  Upper  Room".  It  is  very  good.jtoo.  But  I  like 
to  begin  each  morning  with  "Five  Minutes  a  Day." 

In  your  long  life  of  Missionary  Service 
within  the  U.S.A.  and  often  in  the  course  of  Missionary 
Journeys, you  meet  thousands  of  people:  Paul  and  I  have  had 
the  privilege  of  hearing  you  give  addresses , and  of  brief 
personal  contacts, but  I  can  hardly  expect  you  to  remember  me. 
It  was  in  North  Japan,  in  Sendai,  that  Paul  spends  45  years 
working  besiae  Dr. Schneder , and  I  was  there  for  36  years. 

Your  books, memories  of  your  addresses  at  Student  Volunteer 
Conventions  andother  occasions,  and  the  frequent  tokens  of 
your  influence  over  many, many  people  have  made  you, I  feel, 
one  of  those  pillars  of  strength  that  hold  steady  the  moral 
foundations  of  American  life. Or, to  change  the  figure, you 
are  a  channel  carrying  the  living  water  that  is  life-giving 
and  life-enriching  to  countless  numbers  of  God's  chilaren. 

I  am  grateful  for  so  much  that  God  sent  me  through  you. 

Because  I  am  sure  that  you  are  one  with  the 
missionaries  who  once  lived  in  Japan  in  feeling  distress 
about  the  vast  destruction  of  innocent  lives  and  of  val¬ 
uable  property  that  had  housed  many  Christian  institutions, 
homes  and  churches,  I  am  going  to  copy  for  you  what  a  young 


American  soldier  wrote  to  me  after  spending  a  short  time 
in  Sendai, and  making  friends  with  some  of  the  teachers  of 
our  two  schools  there :- 

"it  would  grieve  you  to  see  the  freezing  and  starv¬ 
ing  millions  here  in  Japan, and  the  tears  would  come  as 
you  viewed  great  cities  laid  waste  -(Sendai  was  one  of 
these)-  but  on  the  other  hand  your  heart  would  sing  if  you 
could  see  how  well  and  bravely  your  old  pupils  and  associates 
have  carried  on  the  great  work  which  was  begun  in  Senaai 
many  years  ago."  It  is  reported  that  North  Japan  College 
has  1300  students  and  Miyagi  Jo  Cakko  has  1500  students, 
eagerly  pursuing  their  studies  in  unheated  buildings , and 
handicapped  by  the  loss  of  many  of  the  school  buildings, 

-  just  using  what  remains  and  making  the  best  of  it, with 
ardent  hopes  for  better  days  to  come. 

I  was  thankful  for  your  family  when  I  heard 
that  Miss  Margaret  had  come  safely  home  from  ^ekingiand  I 
read, and  read  again, the  splendid  account  of  her  experiences, 
and  of  her  understanding  of  what  the  Chinese  have  been  going 
through, which  was  published  in  the  Bryn  Mawr  Alumnae  maga¬ 
zine  , 

With  every  good  wish  for  you  anu  yours, 


sincerely , 
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THE  PITCAIRN  CRAB  BE  FOUNDATION 

5121  ^Westminster  PI  ace 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


May  17,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockled  <^e 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Robert : 

I  have  your  letter  and  also  the  letter  fro,.  YVinburn  T.  Thomas 
asking  that  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement  be  ^resented  to 
the  Pitcairn  Crabbe  Foundation.  I  will  do  this  at  the  next 
meetin  -,  although  I  cannot  hold  out  any  too  hopeful  a  promise 
because  our  fund  is  concentrating  its  efforts  upon  work  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  according  to  the  charter. 

I  am  happy,  however,  that  something  ig°uld  direct  your  mind 
towards  me.  You  are  often  in.  My  thoughts,  and  I  follow 
through  your  "Five  Minutes  a  Day"  and  r  eraei  ber  when  you  were 
working  on  it  on  our  trip  to  China.  I  hope  you  are  keeping 
well  and  able  to  travel  as  usual. 

I  have  been  "oin  ■  hither  and  yon  for  the  past  eight  months 
for  the  Restoration  Fund,  and  it  is  much  harder  than  doing 
the  work  of  the  re  pilar  pastorate.  I  am  going  to  do  some 
teachiir  in  Western  Seminary  next  year,  and  that  will  probably 
tie  me  down.  I  hope  to  rfst  through  with  ray  tas!  s  in  a  month 
and  then  have  a  long,  idle  spell  in  Canada. 

I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  and  the  family  are  well  and  enjoying 
life  as  you  have  always  done. 

With  all  -ood  wishes. 


HUGH  T.  I  ERR 
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Slrtfjur  13.  fllcCorimcb,  Minister 

113  REED  STREET 


March  5,1947. 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

You  have  moved  my  heart  deeply  this  morning  by  your  prayers  in 
FIVE  M-lNUTES  A  DAY.  And  1  feel  that  1  must  lay  everything  aside  for 
a  few  minutes  and  drop  you  a  line  of  thanks  arid  appreciation.  You 
have  been  a  helpful  influence  in  my  life’  ever  since  that  day  in 
1894  in  which  deer  old  Dr.  Robinson  of  Western  Seminary  presented  me 
with  a  copy  of  THE  MAN  CHRIST  JESUS.  It  was  a  formative  influence  in 
my  e8rly  ministry  and  ever  since  you  have  been  one  of  my  mentors. 

It  was  a  wonderful  privilege  to  be  under  the  same  roof  for  three 
years  while  I  was  at  "156." 

Tonight  1  am'  presenting  FIVE  MINUTES  to  my  mid-week  congregation 
and  have  chosen  those  pages  which  contain  your  own  prayers  for 
especial  mention  and  use.  I  have  secured  a  number  of  copies  for  sale. 

I  hope  x  may  be  asked  to  order  more  of  them.  It  is  a  wonderful 
little  book.  You  may  be  interested  in  this:  My  janitor  is  a  Portugese, 
unlettered,  but  a  faithful  sort  of  fellow  who  has  cared  for  the  Church 
during  the  17  years  I  have  been  here  .  He  picked  up  the  book  in  the 

office  and  then  bought  a  copy  for  himself  and  one  for  his  son  who  has 

t*  11 

bfeen  afc  sea,  mentally,  ever  since  returning  from  two  years'  service 
with  the  army  in  India.  What  do  you  think  caught  the  janitor's  eye! 

The  poetry.  He  said  to  me,  "Those  poems  are  the  most  beautiful  I  have 
ever  seen." 

How  I  wish  I  could  have  you  in  my  pulpit  once  before  I  leave  herel 
I  ought  to  retire.  I  am  the  last  one  of  my  class  in  active  service. 
Kerr  retired  a  year  ago.  I  was  ordained  fifty  years  ago  and  it  is  time 


X  should  be  cuitting.  I  had  planned  to  do  so,  but  the  last  organization 
I  fathered,  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Club  of  young  married  people,  conceived  the 
idea  of  putting  me  "on  the  air."  do  for  a  year  ±  have  been  broadcasting 
the  entire  morning  service  over  our  local  station,  widening  my  ministry 
over  a  radius  of  forty  miles  or  more,  and  the  expressions  of  gratitude 
thatb  have  come  from  Protestants  and  Catholics  and  Jews  have  constrained 
me  to  continue  for  a  time.  1  should  love  to  put  you  on  the  air  some 
Sunday  morning.  Could  it  possibly  be  arranged! 

Assuring  you  of  my  deep  gratitude  for  all  you  have  done  for  me  and 
meant  to  me,  and  wishing  for  you  many  more  years  of  ministry  here  before 
you  go  to  that  higher  service  in  the  Hereafter, 

I  am, 


C-ratefully  yours, 


e  strong  and  of  a  good  courage,  fear  not,  nor 
he  afraid  of  them:  for  the  cJ^ord  thy  (C-/ od , 
he  il  is  that  doth  go  with  thee ;  he  will  not  fall 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee  —  CDeuleronomy  31:6. 
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THERE  IS  RADIANCE  AND  GLORY  IN  THE  DARKNESS,  COULD  WE  BUT  SEE. 
REMOVE  THE  COVERING  AND  YOU  WILL  FIND  BENEATH  IT  A  LIVING  SPLENDOR, 
WOVEN  OF  LOVE,  BY  WISDOM,  WITH  POWER.  WELCOME  IT,  GRASP  IT,  AND 
YOU  TOUCH  THE  ANGEL'S  HAND  THAT  BRINGS  IT  TO  YOU.  EVERYTHING  WE 
CALL  A  TRIAL,  A  DUTY,  OR  A  SORROW,  THAT  ANGEL'S  HAND  IS  THERE,  AND 
THE  WONDER  OF  AN  OVER-SHADOWING  PRESENCE.  JOYS,  TOO,  CONCEAL 
DIVINER  GIFTS.  LIFE  IS  FULL  OF  MEANING  AND  PURPOSE.  EARTH  CLOAKS 
HEAVEN.  COURAGE  THEN  TO  CLAIM  IT!  AND  COURAGE  YOU  HAVE;  AND 
THE  KNOWLEDGE  THAT  WE  ARE  PILGRIMS  TOGETHER,  WENDING  THROUGH 
UNKNOWN  COUNTRY  HOME.  SO  AT  THIS  SEASON  WE  GREET  YOU  AND 
WITH  THE  PRAYER  THAT  FOR  YOU,  NOW  AND  FOREVER,  THE  SHADOWS  FLEE 
AWAY. 


Fra.  Giovanni.  A.  D,  1513 
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BELLEVILLE.  ONT. 
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Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 

23  30  NORTH  HALSTED  STREET 
CHICAGO 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PASTORAL  THEOLOGY  ^  0  V  6  HI  b  6  P  ttllPd 


Dear  Dr.  Speer- 

Thank  you  (.First-)  for  Five  Minutes  a  Day.  I 
have  had  it  three  evenings  and  spent  some  ho  rs  with  it 
to  my  profit  and  now  it  goes  by  the  head  of  my  bed 
for  evening  devotions. 

When  I  wrote  you  last  January  the  Council  had 
asked  for  a  little  book  for  the  Home  Front;then  they  had 
no  money  to  publish;now  they  want  it;so  lam  trying  to 
finish  it  and  shall  jise  your  page, for  which  I  also  say, 
''Thank  you" . 

This  time  I  will  enclose  the  little  book 
that  I  put  together  for,  -the  soldiers.  (It  has  gone  to 
200,000  ,I've  heard’ 

And  again  I  thank  you  for  our  Installation 
address-mine  for  I  took  it  to  myself  and  try  and  make 
my  end  of  the  responsibility  come  up  to  your  expectation- 
I  am  having  a  glorious  time. 
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ROYALTY  AGRE34EHT 


MEMORANDUM  OF  AGREEMENT  made  as  of  the  third  day  of  August.  1943 


between  Robert  E.  Speer 


party  of  the  first  part,  hereinafter  called  the  Author  and  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Churoh  in  the  United  States  of  America,  Witherspoon 
Building,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  whose  trade  name  is  The  Bestainster  Press, 
party  of  the  second  part,  hereinafter  called  the  Publisher,  relative  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  work  now  entitled 

FIVE  MINUTES  A  BAY 


hereinafter  called  "the  said  work." 

In  consideration  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  and  hereinafter  eat  forth,  it  is 
agreed  by  the  parties  as  follows: 

I.  THE  AUTHOR  GUARANTEES: 

(a)  That  he  is  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  said  work,  that  he  has  not 
encumbered  nor  otherwise  disposed  of  any  of  his  rights  in  the  same,  and  that  he 
has  full  power  to  make  this  agreement. 

(b)  That  the  said  work  is  in  no  way  a  violation  of  any  copyright  or  con¬ 
tract,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  that  it  contains  nothing  of  libelous  or  objec¬ 
tionable  character,  and  that  he  and  his  legal  representative  shall  and  will  hold 
harmless  and  keep  indemnified  the  Publisher  from  all  suits,  proceedings  and  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  on  the  ground  that  the  said  work  is  such  violation,  or  contains 
anything  libelous  or  objectionable. 

II.  THE  AUTHOR  AGREES: 

(a)  To  grant  to  the  Publisher  the  exclusive  right  to  publish  the  said 
work  in  whole  or  in  part  in  book  fora  including  revisions  and  abridged  editions 
thereof  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  in  any 
other  foreign  countries,  for  the  entire  term  of  copyright  and  renewals  thereof. 

(b)  To  read  proof  and  to  pay  from  first  credits  or  royalties  accruing  to 
him,  the  expense  of  any  alterations  or  additions  authorised  by  him  in  the  proof 

in  excess  of  ten  per  cent  (10$)  of  the  cost  of  composition  of  the  said  work  as 
originally  supplied  by  him. 

III.  THE  PUBLISHERS  AGREES: 

(a)  To  manufacture  and  publish  the  said  work  at  its  expense  not  later 
two  years  from  date  of  receiving  the  manuscript,  the  stock  of  plates  and  books 

to  be  its  property,  and  to  use  its  facilities  for  the  distribution  and  sale. 

(b)  To  take  out  United  States  copyright  in  the  name  of  The  Westminster 

Press. 


(c)  To  present  to  the  Author  six  free  copies  of  the  said  work  upon 
publication  and  to  permit  the  Author  to  purchase  further  copies  for  his  own  use 
(not  for  resale)  at  sixty  per  cent  (60$)  of  the  retail  price  prevailing  at  the  time 
of  purchase. 

(d)  To  pay  to  the  Author,  or  his  duly  authorized  representatives, 
royalties,  based  upon  selling  prices  established  6y  the  publisher,  as  follows: 


1.  On  sales  in  the  United  States  of  the  regular  edition,  five 
per  cent  (,5%)  of  the  prevailing  retail  price  on  the  first  ten  thousand 
(10,000)  copies  sold}  and  thereafter,  ten  per  cent  (10%)  of  the  prevailing 
retail  price,  except  as  hereinafter  stated. 

2.  When  copies  are  Bold  in  quantities  large  enough  to  justify  a 
discount  of  fifty  per  cent  (50%)  or  sore  from  the  retail  price,  royalties 
shall  be  calculated  at  five  per  cent  (5%)  of  the  prevailing  price. 

3.  One  half  («))  of  the  United  States  royalty  percentages,  based 
on  the  United  States  prevailing  retail  price,  on  saleE  of  United  States  reg¬ 
ular  edition  in  Canada  and  other  foreign  countries. 

4.  Fifty  per  cent  (50%)  of  the  net  amounts  that  may  be  received  by 
the  Publisher  from  the  sale  of  independent  foreign  editions  and  translations 
and  publishing  rights. 

5.  Fifty  per  cent  (50%)  of  the  net  sum  received  from  the  sale  to 
another  publisher  or  publishers  of  any  cheap  edition  rights  of  the  said  work. 

6.  Ten  per  cent  (10%)  of  the  actual  retail  price  on  all  cheap  or 
“reprint"  editions  of  the  said  work,  which  the  publisher  himself  may  elect  to 
publish. 


7.  Ten  per  cant  (10%)  of  the  actual  net  price  received  from  the  sale 
of  any  copies  as  "remainders"  when  sold  for  a  sum  above  the  cost  of  production. 

8.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00)  shall  be  paid  as  an 
advance  royalty  upon  acceptance  of  the  manuscript  which  sum  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  sums  first  accruing  from  royalty  on  the  sales  of  this  book. 


IV.  Royalty  accounts  as  herein  provided  shall  be  computed  semi— annually  to  the 
thirty-first  (31)  of  August  and  the  twenty-eighth  (28)  or  twenty-ninth  (29)  of 
February,  and  statements  thereof  shall  be  rendered  and  paid  on  or  before  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fifteenth  (15)  of  November  and  the  foliosing  fifteenth  (15)  of  Hay  re¬ 
spectively,  except  that  starting  with  the  second  year  after  publication,  royalty 
statements  and  royalty  payments  shall  be  made  only  once  every  year,  on  the  fifteenth 
(15)  of  May. 

V.  If,  at  any  time,  it  shall  become  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  Publish¬ 
er  to  permit  the  return  by  the  "trade"  of  unsalable  stock  of  said  work,  any 
royalties  on  said  returned  stock  previously  paid  to  said  Author  shall  be  debited 
against  the  account  of  said  Author.  Whore  the  Author  has  received  in  connection 
with  any  sales  statement  an  overpayment  of  royalties  or  other  sums,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  Publisher  may  deduct  the  amount  of  this  overpayment  from  any  further 
royalties  or  other  sums,  whether  payable  on  this  or  other  books  by  the  author 
which  may  be  published  by  the  Publisher,  it  being  understood,  however,  that  the 
term  "overpayment"  does  not  apply  to  an  unearned  advance  specifically  agreed  to 
as  applying  only  to  one  work. 

VI.  No  royalties  shall  be  payable  on  copies  furnished  gratis  to  the  Author  or 
gratis  for  review,  advertising,  sample  or  like  purposes,  or  on  free  extracts  of 
said  work  given  for  promotion  purposes,  or  on  copies  destroyed  by  fire  or  water, 
or  sold  at  or  below  the  cost  of  manufacture  in  case  of  remaindering. 

VII.  The  Publishers  agreements  contained  herein  are  contingent  upon  con¬ 
ditions  of  manufacture,  production  and  distribution  incident  to  and  resulting 
from  war,  strikes,  accidents,  fires  or  other  causes  beyond  its  control. 


VIII.  In  case  the  Publisher  fails  to  keep  the  said  work  in  print  and  for 
sale  (but  it  is  understood  that  the  work  shall  be  considered  to  be  in  print 
if  it  is  on  sale  in  a  cheap  edition)  and,  after  written  demand  from  the  Author, 
declines  or  neglects  to  reprint  it  within  six  (6)  months  and  to  offer  it  for 
sale,  or  in  case  after  two  (2)  years  from  the  date  of  first  publication,  the  said 
work,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Publisher,  is  no  longer  merchandiseable  or  profitable 
and  it  gives  written  notice  by  registered  mail  to  the  Author  at  his  last  known 
address  of  its  desire  and  intention  to  discontinue  publication,  this,  contract 
shall  terminate,  and  rights  of  the  Publisher  shall  revert  to  the  Author.  The 
Author  shall  have  a  sixty-day  option  to  purchase  the  plates  and  stock  at  not  more 
than  manufacturing  cost,  in  default  of  which  the  Publisher  shall  have  the  right 
to  sell  remaining  copies  or  sheets  as  a  remainder,  and  to  melt  the  plates. 


To  the  faithful  fulfillment  of  the  foregoing  agreement,  we,  the  parties  thereto, 
do  hereby  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  successors  or  assigns. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  Author  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal  and  the 
Publisher  has  caused  this  agreement  to  be  executed  by  its  Business  Manager,  and 
its  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed  by  like  authority,  all  as  of  the  day  and  year  first 
hereinbefore  written. 


(Seal) 

Witness  to  signature  of  Author  Author 


BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION 


OFFICE  OF  THE  TREASURER 
400  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA  7.  PA.,_  MAY  1  5  194,6. 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D. 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


THE  ENCLOSED  CHECK  IS  IN  SETTLEMENT  OF  YOUR  ACCOUNT  AS  INDICATED  BELOW. 


CONTROL 

NUMBER 


CHARGES 


CREDITS 


BALANCE 


Royalties-  sales  from  September  1,  1945  to 


ebruary  2  3,  1946 


Five  Minutes  A  Day 


Canadian  Sales 
U.  S.  Sales 


255  ccpies  @  .05 
6,725  ccpies  @  .10 


12.75 

672.50 


685.25 


THE  WESTMINSTER  PRESS 


jf^reilyterian  (J3ool  Stores 


PHILADELPHIA  7,  PA . WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y . 156  FIFTH  AVENUE 

CHICAGO  3,  ILL .  8  SOUTH  DEARBORN  STREET 

LOS  ANGELES  13,  CAL . 311  SOUTH  SPRING  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO  2,  CAL .  234  McALLISTER  STREET 


ATT. 

VOS. 

TOTAL 

CASH  DISCT . 

PAY 

BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION 

OFFICE  OF  THE  TREASURER 
400  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA  7.  PA„ _ 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D. 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


THE  ENCLOSED  CHECK  IS  IN  SETTLEMENT  OF  YOUR  ACCOUNT  AS  INDICATED  BELOW. 


DATE 


CONTROL 

NUMBER 


Royal tiess- 


Soles  from  March 
inclusive 


Five  Minutes  J  Day 


Canadian  Sales  400  @ 

TJ.  S.  Sales  5,205  @ 


CHARGES  CREDITS 


946  to  February  28 


20.00 

520.50 


BALANCE 


1947, 


540,50 


THE  WESTMi 

NSTER  PRESS 

ATT. 

VO§. 

Presbyterian 

Pook  Stores 

PHILADELPHIA  7,  PA . 

NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y . 

CHICAGO  3,  ILL . 

.  .  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

. 156  FIFTH  AVENUE 

8  SOUTH  DEARBORN  STREET 

TOTAL. 

CASH  DISCT. 

LOS  ANGELES  13,  CAL.  .  .  . 
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.  .  311  SOUTH  SPRING  STREET 
...  234  McAllister  street 

PAY  Till  1 

6x lo 

‘SjL-'h-, 


~i>~VruU~*fcd  , 

'  h  -  -Mrb 

/K*  i* 

IK  ^ 

.S  <£>  <2 

/^  O  Q  O 

/6"7s  0  0 

l£Toc>& 

..  fS" 

/jT  ^ 

^y/S"  ^  . 

^  ^7 

^57 

(^- Co  ^0 

^,57  3q 

<^^57  2.5>" 
-57*fe,  ^0 

Q  C,  c>  a  a 

^  7  °7. 

7^3, 


6  y  v  <?  . 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE.  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J.  TRINTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN.  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  MIERS.  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypacker  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia 


November  22,  1943 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  has  sold  so  well  that  we  would  like  to  renegotiate 
our  contract  with  you.  If  it  is  acceptable  with  you,  we  would  like  to  go  back  to  the 
first  of  the  two  alternative  proposals  which  we  made  to  you.  You  will  remember  that 
we  suggested  a  royalty  of  five  percent  ( 5 %)  on  the  first  ten  thousand  and  ten  percent 
{10%)  on  all  copies  thereafter.  You  very  kindly  and  graciously  accepted  the  second 
proposal,  namely,  that  we  pay  you  a  flat  fee  of  $1,000.  Since  no  one  knew  what  the 
book  would  do  that  seemed  to  be  at  the  time  alright.  However,  nor;  that  half  of  the 
first  printing  is  already  sold  and  we  have  been  compelled  to  place  an  immediate  order 
for  another  ten  thousand,  the  proposal  is  no  longer  fair  to  you.  We  would  like  there¬ 
fore  to  go  back  to  the  first  proposal  in  order  that  you  may  share  with  us  the  success 
of  your  book. 


If  this  meets  with  your  approval,  would  you  kindly  return  to  us  the 
contract  which  we  once  signed  and  we  will  forward  immediately  to  you  a  royalty  agree¬ 
ment  based  on  the  above  conditions.  The  thousand  dollars  which  we  paid  you  will  then 
become  virtually  an  advanced  royalty  and  will  be  deducted  from  the  first  royalty  pay¬ 
ment.  The  sum  which  we  paid  for  permissions  to  use  the  various  poems  will  of  course 
also  be  deducted,  but  even  so,  as  you  can  readily  calculate,  your  earnings  under  the 
new  arrangement  will  quite  quickly  cover  this  sum,  which  ran  to  $194*00. 


LJTsAS 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


•A/UC 


n. 


TJnfW, 


fit 


Westminster  1  ress 


Tr 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE.  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER.  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L  J.  TRINTERUD.  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD.  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  M1F.RS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  I  N  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA _ PEN, packer  672Z 

Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


November  30,  1943 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

/ 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  the  order  for  ten 
copies  of  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  some  letters  are  coming  back 
to  you  about  the  book.  As  soon  as  any  number  of  reviews  have  come  in  we  will  be  glad  to 
forward  them  to  you.  I  believe  THE  CHRISTIAN  CENTURY  had  one  in  not  long  ago. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  our  business  manager,  is  out  of  town  but  as  soon  as  he  gets  back  the 
revised  royalty  contracts  will  be  mailed  to  you.  The  new  understanding  is,  of  course, 
already  in  effect. 


LJT:AS 

PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK-STORES  AT 
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PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE.  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 
W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  R1BBLE.  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J.  TRINTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN.  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD.  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  M1ERS.  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypackcr  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  twenty-fourth.  We  are  glad  to  enclose  herewith 
a  new  set  of  royalty  agreements  one  of  which  you  will  please  sign  and  return  to  us  at  your 
convenience.  This  book  is  indeed  going  well  and  is  being  very  heartily  received  by  all. 

I  wonder  if  "Uncle  George"  does  not  share  our  pleasure  in  the  book  in  which  he  was  so  much 
interested. 

The  twenty  copies  which  you  requested  are  being  sent  to  you. 


L JT : AS 


Cordially  yours, 


L.  J/.  Trinterud 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA.  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  .  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

\V.  U  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J.  TRINTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  MIERS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypacker  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia 


January  5,  1944- 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speers 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  finishing  up  the  manuscript  on  the  Good 
News.  We  would  certainly  like  to  have  a  chance  to  examine  it.  As  for  having  it  typed, 
for  the  moment  I  cannot  say  anything,  but  we  will  look  around.  If  we  think  we  can  do 
the  book,  I  rather  believe  that  we  can  find  someone  to  type  the  manuscript.  Mrs.  Trin- 
terud  is  so  heavily  involved  in  THEOLOGY  TODAY  that  I  am  afraid  she  could  not  touch  it, 
but  other  people  can  be  found,  I  am  sure.  If  you  want  us  to  consider  the  book  for  pub¬ 
lication  in  our  fall  line — which  will  be  one  of  the  strongest  lines  we  have  yet  had — we 
must  have  the  manuscript  very  soon. 

Cordially  yours, 

L./y'.  Trinterud 

LJT:AS 

P.  S.  The  books  which  you  ordered  have  gone  forward.  We  are  also  enclosing  herewith 
page  261  of  the  manuscript  of  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  which  was  overlooked  when  the  manu¬ 
script  was  returned  to  you. 


s*° 

/mcro-d 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

W  L.  JENKINS.  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L,  J.  TR1NTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN. GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARLSCHENCK  MIERS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypackcr  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia 


February  16,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Thank  you  very  much  indeed  for  your  good  foreword  to  Miss  Wyon' s  THE  SCHOOL  OF 
PRAYER.  As  you  guessed,  it  will  be  too  long  to  use.  We  are  trying  to  hold  the  size 

of  the  book  down  because  of  the  costs  and  are,  therefore,  limited  in  the  amount  of  space 

which  we  can  use  for  the  foreword.  The  maximum  that  we  can  get  into  the  space  allotted 
is  500  words.  What  you  have  written  really  ought  to  be  held  out  for  an  article  on 

prayer  some  day.  If,  however,  you  can  recast  it  without  loosing  too  much,  that  would  be 

fine.  Tfe  will  leave  it  entirely  up  to  you  as  to  how  you  proceed.  The  closer,  of  course, 
that  the  foreword  stays  to  the  general  content  of  the  book,  the  better  it  would  be  from 
our  point  of  view. 

I  have  just  checked  up  on  the  status  of  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY.  The  second  printing 
is  almost  all  sold  and  we  now  have  completed  the  third  printing.  Thus  far,  we  have 
printed  a  total  of  a  little  over  52,000  copies,  of  which  about  28,000  are  sold.  It  is 
still  selling  well  and  we  are  expecting  a  very  good  market  on  it  at  Eastertime.  Dr. 
Buttrick  placed  it  on  the  Religious  Publishers*  List  of  Lenten  Books  for  Lenten  reading 
and  a  number  of  other  Lenten  lists  are  featuring  it. 

We  are  still  looking  forward  to  receiving  the  manuscript  on  The  Good  News. 


Most  cordially  yours, 


LJT:AS 

Enc. 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA 


NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


tminster  1  ress 
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JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
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R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD.  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  MIERS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypackcr  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia 


April  10,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  seventh.  Since  we  were 
somewhat  in  a  hurry  to  get  at  the  manuscript  I  called  Mrs.  Speer  by  phone, 
asking  if  she  could  send  the  original  to  us  so  that  we  could  insert  the 
corrections  on  it.  When  the  copy  editors  have  gone  through  it,  we  will 
return  both  manuscripts  to  you  so  that  you  can  examine  the  whole  thing  before 
it  goes  to  the  printer. 

I  did  not  write  saying  that  we  had  definitely  accepted 
the  manuscript  since  our  Committee  has  not  yet  officially  passed  on  it. 

But  I  felt  so  sure  that  our  readers  and  the  Committee  would  accept  it  that 
I  wanted  to  get  it  in  as  near  final  shape  as  possible  at  the  earliest 
moment . 

Our  royalty  agreements  on  regular  books  are  as  follows: 
ten  percent  ( 10%)  of  the  retail  price  on  the  first  five  thousand  (5,000) 
copies  and  fifteen  percent  ( 15%)  on  all  copies  over  five  thousand  (5,000). 
Special  projects  such  as  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  oi  course  take  a  different 
royalty  rate. 


LJT:AS 


Cordi. 


L.  J./  Trinterud 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA.  NEW  YORK.  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  R1BBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
LJ.  TR1NTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN.  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  MIERS.  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypackcr  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia 


June  12,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Since  it  is  now  just  a  little  more  than  six  months  since  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  your  book,  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAI,  Mr.  Trinterud  thought  you  might 
be  interested  in  seeing  some  figures  on  the  number  of  copies  of  the  book 
printed  and  distributed.  He  has,  therefore,  asked  me  to  send  you  this  re¬ 
port. 


Printing 

Date 

No.  of  books 

First 

Nov. , 

1943 

25,000 

Second 

Nov. , 

1943 

13,000 

Third 

Dec. , 

1943 

15.000 

Total  no.  of  copies  printed  53,000 
Stock  on  hand  5/31/44  22,529 


Total  no.  of  copies  distributed  30,471 

The  total  number  of  copies  disposed  of  includes  not  only  copies  actually 
sold  but  also  review  copies,  promotional  and  complimentary  copies,  and  so 
forth. 


Sincerely  yours, 

( lusUt 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Trinterud 


AS 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA 


NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


&<■ 

ji^; 


tminster  t 'Press 
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PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUNTER,  TREASURER 

W  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RiBBLK,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J  TR1NTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  MIF.RS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PENnypacker  6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


December  28,  1944 


Dr.  Ro  ert  E.  Speer 
ftockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer! 


Mr.  Trinterud  has  asked  me  to  send  you  a  report  on  your  book, 
FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAI,  which  was  published  November,  1945.  The  following  figures 
vail  show  how  many  printings  of  the  book  have  been  made,  the  quantity  of  books 
in  each  printing,  and  the  stock  now  on  hand. 

Printing  Date  No.  of  Books 


First 

Nov. , 

1945 

Second 

Nov., 

1945 

Third 

Dec., 

1945 

25,030 

15,000 

15J 00Q 


Total  printed  55,000 

Stock  on  hand  12/20/44  9, 712 

Toted,  no.  of  copies  distributed  45,288 


The  total  number  of  copies  disposed  of  includes  not  only  copies 
actually  sold  but  also  review  copies,  promotional  and  complimentary  copies,  and 
so  forth. 


AS;  ml 


Sincerely  yours. 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Trinterud 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


Philadelphia,  Pa.. 


AMY  1  5  1944 
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Debtor  to  Rev,  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D, _ 

Rockledge 

Form  65 — 3M-1-43 


Lakeville,  Conn, 


PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SI  NTER,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS.  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
L.  J  TRINTKRUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN.  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
EARL  SCHENCK  M1ERS,  FICTION  EDITOR 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  PENnypackcr 6722 


Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


June  14,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Since  what  we  thought  was  the  final  settling  of  all  the  details 
connected  with  clearing  permissions  for  the  use  of  copyrighted  material  in 
FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY,  we  have  learned  that  a  small  payment  is  due  for  the  right 
to  quote  some  lines  of  poetry  by  an  English  author.  Sir  John  Oxenham's  verse 
has  been  made  available  to  the  Westminster  Press  at  all  times  for  a  courtesy 
fee  of  ten  cents  a  line  and  consequently  we  owe  his  estate  $8.80  for  the 
eighty-two  lines  reprinted  in  your  book.  While  we  probably  could  have  avoided 
paying  this  sum  under  American  copyright  laws,  in  view  of  the  Canadian  sales 
which  fall  within  British  copyright  law  we  felt  it  was  best  to  pay  the  fee. 

We  have  therefore  charged  this  amount,  $8.20,  against  your  royalty  account. 

We  trust  this  action  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

You  may  be  interested  in  seeing  the  most  recent  figures  on  the 
distribution  of  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY: 


Printing 

Date 

No.  of  Books 

First 

Nov., 

1945 

85,000 

Second 

Nov., 

1945 

15,000 

Third 

Dec  « | 

1945 

15.000 

Total  printed  55,000 

Stock  on  hand  6/15/45  2.910 

Total  no.  of  copies  distributed  50,090 

The  number  of  copies  disposed  of  includes  review  copies,  promotional  and  com¬ 
plimentary  copies,  and  the  like,  as  well  as  copies  actually  sold.  A  fourth 
printing  of  5,000  books  will  be  delivered  in  July. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Trinterud 


AS 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION 


OFFICE  OF  THE  TREASURER 
400  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA  7.  PA... 


MOV  1  5  1945 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


THE  ENCLOSED  CHECK  IS  IN  SETTLEMENT  OF  YOUR  ACCOUNT  AS  INDICATED  BELOW. 


CONTROL 

NUMBER 


Royalty  -  Sales  from  March  1,  19^5 
to  August  31,  1945 


Five  Minutes  A  Day 

U.  S.  Sales  5,888  copies 
Less  Canadian  Sales  1,270  copi 
returned 


CHARGES 


CREDITS 


@  .10 
$s 

@  .05 


588.80 

63.50 


525.30 


ATT. 

VOS. 

TOTAL 

CASH  D1SCT . 

pay 

525 

30 

THE  WESTMINSTER  PRESS 

J-^reibij-terian  d3ooh  Stored 

PHILADELPHIA  7.  PA . WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y . 156  FIFTH  AVENUE 

CHICAGO  3,  ILL .  8  SOUTH  DEARBORN  STREET 

LOS  ANGELES  13,  CAL . 311  SOUTH  SPRING  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO  2,  CAL .  234  McALLISTER  STREET 
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PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
J.  C.  SUMTER,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  GENERAL  ACCOUNTING 
R.  CLARKE  HANNAFORD,  MERCHANDISING 
L.  J.  TRINTERUD,  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
WILLARD  STRAHL,  ASSOCIATE  RELIGIOUS  BOOK  EDITOR 
BARBARA  SNEDEKER  BATES,  FICTION  EDITOR 
WILLIAM  HEYLIGER,  ASSOCIATE  FICTION  EDITOR 


PUBLICATION  DIVISION  •  BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA _ PENnymclrer 6722 

Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


January  21,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Mr.  Trinterud  thought  you  might  be  interested  in 
seeing  the  most  recent  figures  on  the  printing  and  distribution 
of  your  book,  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAI.  The  following  tabulation  shows 
hovj  many  printings  were  made,  the  quantity  of  books  printed,  and 
the  stock  now  on  hand. 


Printing  Date 


No.  of  Books 


First  November,  1943  25,000 
Second  November,  1943  13,000 
Third  December,  1943  15,000 
Fourth  July?  1945  13.000 


Total  printed  66,000 

Stock  on  hand  1/15/46  _ 8,779 


Total  number  of  copies  distributed 


57,221 


You  will  note  that  the  fourth  printing  was  13,000 
copies  instead  of  the  contemplated  5,000  as  reported  to  you  in  a 
letter  of  June  14,  1945.  The  above  tabulation  includes,  of  course, 
not  only  copies  actually  sold,  but  also  review,  complimentary  and 
promotional  copies,  and  the  like. 


ML 


Sincerely  yours, 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Trinterud 


PRESBYTERIAN  BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


